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Trials 


For the 1999 Season 


U/13s & U/14s 


Monday 26 Oct & 2 Nov 
Wednesday 28 Oct & 4 Nov 


U/15s & U/16s 


Tuesday 27 Oct & 3 Nov 
Thursday 29 Oct & 5 Nov 


Tait Street Park, Smithfield 


All sessions commence at 7.00pm 


Enquiries please contact: 
Emmanuel Kanna 9609 7205 
or Eddy Adam 018 215 219 


Applications are invited for 
Youth League Coaches 
U/13s U/14s U/15s U/16s 


Level 2 Coaching Qualification required 


Address applications to: 


Emmanuel Kanna 
Youth Coordinator 


P.O. Box 400 Bonnyrigg 2177 
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ichael Owen was back to his 

best at Anfield on Saturday as 

he struck four times to inspire 

Liverpool to a 5-1 rout of 
Nottingham Forest. 

Just two goals in his previous 1] matches for 
club and country saw Liverpool joint managers 
Roy Evans and Gerard Houllier decide to leave 
Owen out of the side which played Valencia in 
the UEFA cup last Tuesday. 

Restored to the starting line up at the 
expense of Robbie Fowler, Owen took out his 
frustration on Forest. 

Forest started well, 
showing some neat-approach 
work, but always looked 
vulnerable to the swift 
Liverpool attacks and just 
could not cope with Owen. 

The warning signs flashed 
for Forest when a Patrik 
Berger corner was headed 
inches wide by Paul Ince and 
a Thierry Bonalair block 
denied Karlheinz Riedle. 

The Liverpool presstire 
paid off on 10 minutes, Owen 
(right) firing them ahead after 
Ince won a ferocious tackle in 
midfield. The ball broke to 
Riedle, whose pass left Owen 
in acres of space and he 
curled a right footed shot into ? 
the far top corner. : j 

Forest rallied briefly and j= 3 
Anfield was stunned when 
Dougie Freedman grabbed an 
18th-minute equaliser. Steve Stone controlled a 
difficult cross, and after forcing his way to the 
byline, pulled the ball back for Freedman to 
hammer a shot past David James. 

Forest were on level terms for only five 
minutes before Berger and Owen combined to 
set up Steve McManaman, who claimed his 
first goal of the season with a right foot shot 
into the roof of the net. 

Ince deceived Dave Beasant with a 34th- 
minute snapshot from 18 yards that almost 
crept inside the near post, but it was Owen, 
back to his high speed best, who grabbed the 
third seven minutes from the break, 

Jon Hjelde was his victim as he moved on to 
a pass from Riedle. The sudden feint and 
acceleration took him clear and he delivered 
the perfect finish, low with his left foot just 
inside the far post. 

Forest showed plenty of spirit but they were 
outclassed in the second half. 

‘Owen was a constant threat, hovering on the 
shoulder of the last defender and moving 


‘ominously into space. 

Liverpool wanted the fourth to seal their fi 
victory in six premiership fixtures, Riedle w 
wide with a diving header, Berger appeared 
have an angled shot turned behind by Beast 
but referee Steve Dunn gave a goalkick. 

Owen's third goal duly arrived 19 minut 
from the end. Riedle went down in the ap 
under a challenge from Alan Rogers 
referee Dunn awarded a penalty. The For 
players claimed that the German dive 
although there appeared to be some contact. 

Owen grabbed his fourth goal in the 7] 
minute, running in from the left before hittiny 
Jow shot and pouncing on the rebound « 


Beasant., 

Houllier expressed delight at Owel 
performance, saying: “The first conclusios 
that we did right to rest him. He maybe hae 
refuel his batteries — we did it for his 
good and he knows that. T thought his met 
and physical state was just right today - 
think we probably did the right thing at 
right time.” 

Roy Evans, who introduced Owen to ser 
soccer, said: “He hadn't quite got the sharpn 
in training and we have to remember he | 
commodity for a long, long time. He's come 
far in such a short time and there has not bet 
minute of the day that has not been football. 

“We'll say the rest has done him goo 
others may argue he could have scored { 
against Valencia,” Evans added, 

See the centre pages for SW's Pren 
League Colour lifout, and go to page 31 
more on the weekend's UK news and report 
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Australian News 


roatia Zagreb’s Aussie striker Mark 

Viduka is set for a five-million dollar 

move to Scottish champion Celtic. 

Scottish officials were in the Croatian 
capital to finalise details of the move, accord- 
ing to European press reports. 

The former Melbourne Knights star (right), who 
has represented Australia at all levels, has had a 
tough time lately, with goals being hard to come 
by in Croatia. 

Nevertheless, the striker is highly thought of 
and appears to be suited to the faster style of the 
British game. 


leanwhile Soccer Weekly is happy to report 

that the weekend's Ericsson Cup produced 
another round cf good crowds and plenty of qual- 
ity to keep fans coming back. 

The highlight being the gutsy victory by 
Northern Spirit over highly-fancied Carlton. The 
hero for Spirit was none other than Mark Rudan. 

The defender has had a difficult start to the 
season, getting himself sent-off in the opening 
game against Sydney Olympic, however, he 
redeemed himself with a man of the match per- 
formance at Carlton, scoring two goals, the sec- 
ond coming five minutes into injury time. 

This sets up Northern Spirit for a great night 
this Friday, when they play the winless 
Melbourne Knights, themselves on the end of a 
3-0 spanking by the improving Adelaide City, who 
had ‘Mr Goals' Damian Mori slapping in two. 

In other games, Sydney United stunned 
Sydney Olympic with a 4-1 thrashing (obviously 
having Walter Ardone on Soccer Weekly's front 
cover helped!). Gipplsiand’s Archie Thompson 
was once again on target for Falcons as they 
won in the Latrobe Valley, 1-0 over Adelaide 
Sharks. 


NORTH SYDNEY OVAL 
THIS FRIDAY ocToBerR 30 


Kick-OFF 7. .3OPM Gates open 4.30pm 


AUSTRALIA v WALES SCHOOLBOYS 4.45pm 


plus live band 
Bachelor Girl at 6.45 


MARK UDIDUKA TO SIGN FOR CELTIC? 


Down in the capital Marconi warmed-up for their 
huge clash with South Melbourne this Saturday by 
disposing of the luckless Canberra Cosmos 2-1, 
while in Melbourne, the Champions of Australia 
South Melbourne taught Lee Sterrey's Breakers a 
few footballing lessons with a comfortable 2-0 win. 

Finally Perth Glory lived the adage ‘No Guts No 
Glory’ as they pegged back a 2-0 deficit to come 
away from Brisbane with a 2-2 draw. Their hero 
was undoubtedly Olyroo keeper Danny Milosevic, 
who played on despite a dodgy knee. Glory did not 
have their reserver keeper with them, so for this 
Danny, you are Soccer Weekly's Ericsson Cup 
Player of the Week. 

For the team of the week, turn to page 11, plus 
a great story on Glory is on page 18. 

And Marconi are now linked to Italy's Serie A — 
to find out check out page five. 

So, as the Four Diegos say, “Adios Amigos” and 
enjoy your Soccer Weekly. 


ABSW 
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Australian News 


By Duyght Tutfrell 


he new millennium will bring a change to 

Victoria’s Premier League competition. In 

the year 2000 the Premier League will move 

to summer, a move the Premier League 
clubs haye long campaigned for. 

Clubs, particularly the coaches, have complained at 
the state of pitches in the winter part of the season. 

‘Chief executive officer of the Victorian Soccer 
Federation, Geoff Miles, said the VSF’s commission 
had endorsed the decision. 

“The clubs have been talking about it for a 
number of years now,” said Miles. 

“They're looking forward to it. 
They'll be playing under better 
conditions and the spectators will 
be much better off as well.” 

As well as a higher standard 
of play on the firmer grounds, 
crowds are also larger during the 
warmer months, 

The competition has been 
Starting in late-January, early- 
February for the last couple of 
seasons, usually running through to 
fate-July. 

In 2000, the league will kick-off in 
October, running directly alongside the 
Ericsson Cup. 

Miles said he couldn't see this having an affect on 
either competitions crowds. 

“We've played the last two years with some of our 
Season up against the Ericsson Cup, 
leither competition has suffered, both of them can 
at the same time. 

‘A lot of people who go and watch will Bricsson Cup 
will also take in Premier League games and vice versa.” 

One option to avoid clashes that some clubs have 
already adopted is to play at different times and days to 
that of Ericsson Cup clubs. 

Bulleen Inter Kings and Green Gully Cavaliers have 
switched their home games to Monday nights where 
they have enjoyed healthy attendances, 

‘Another major change is that the league will be 
reduced from 14 clubs down to 12, 

‘This season will kick-off on the weekend of January 
30-31 1999 and run through to July. 

There will also be a similar season in 2000, finishing 
before the new season begins again in October, 

There will be no finals series for the next two years, 
the VSF going back to the first-past-the-post system. 


1999 SEASON 
TRIALS 


Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 


We have a new home stadium, with a great pitch 


Anew Head Coach — John Calleja (Level 3) 


SUNNY FUTURE? 


Want to be part of a winning club? 


‘The finals series has been running since 1992, and | 
has proved popular in some sections but not, it seems, | 
with the clubs. | 

There is no guarantee that the finals system will be 
back once the season reverts to summer. 

“The clubs’ main focus is the home-and-away 
season,” Miles said, “they feel that finals have imposed 
extra financial burdens on them. 

“Champions being decided over a home and away 
season is the way it is worldwide but in Australia it’s a 
tradition to have some sort of finals series. 

“We'll be interested in the clubs’ feedback when it 
comes the time to make a decision.” 

Miles said the VSF will review the situation 
prior to the commencement of the 2000 
summer season 
Also, -the Premier League 
Teserves competition has been 
replaced by a new Under 21 
format, designed to promote 
young players. 
The State and Provisional 
League competitions will remain 
as prominently —_ winter 
‘competitions. 


eanwhile in other Premier 
‘League news, Ian Dobson has 

left the Altona Magic coaching job to take 
over at Green Gully Cavaliers. 

His spot at Altona is taken by former Cavaliers coach 
Chris Taylor. g 

‘Thomastown Zebras, who have changed their name 
to Melbourne Raiders, have appointed Dusan Kalezic as 
its coach, 

Kalezic has coached there before and has also had 
stints at Springvale White Eagles, Heidelberg United 
and Green Gully. 

And the two teams who won promotion to the 
Premier League last season, Westvale and Altona East, 
have been told to improve their grounds if they are to 
meet the criteria for the Premier League. 

Westvale’s ground, McKechnie Reserve, is 
considered being a long way off being a Premier 
League standard ground. 

Altona East play at Paisley Park, the same venue as 
Altona Magic, but a different ground to the one the 
Magic use. 

“Both clubs have been asked to address a number of 
issues concerning their grounds,” explained Miles. 

‘We've held discussions with the two clubs and 
they've already come back to us with suggestions for 
improvements.” 


TRIALS 


program. 


Australia 


GRANVILLE & DISTRICT SOCCER 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


1999 JUNIOR AND YOUTH LEAGUE 


GRANVILLE SCOOP 
Granville & District Soccer Football Association has 
obtained the services of National Staff Coach — 
DAVID LEE to oversee our 1999 selections and coaching 


According to Superstar HARRY KEWELL 
DAVID LEE Js The Best Youth Development Coach In 


Spirit this Friday is the Schoolboy 

international betweem Australia and the 

Welsh Colleges team. Kickoff time is 
4.45pm. 

Chris James, our National Coach, says: “To play on 
the historic North Sydney Oval will be a memory that 
the players from both. teams will always remember. 
Northern Spirit are to 
be congratulated for + 
allowing us to play i 
Wales at their tne Itt fh 


ground.” 

Many of 
Australia’s best 
players have 


represented Australia 

at schoolboy level, 

including — current 

‘Socceroos Ned Zelic, Craig Moore, Emie Tapai, Simon 
Colosimo and Tony Vidmar. 

This is the Welsh side’s first tour of Australia, which 
will also take them to Wollongong and Canberra for 
matches against local, and state teams. 

The last meeting between the two sides saw an 
exciting 1-1 draw during the Australians’ 1996 tour of 
the UK and Europe. 


-NEEDA 


Australia drew a two-test series ag 
earlier this month, 

The Australian team was selected after the National 
Championships held in Brisbane in August and will 
prepare for the one off match with a training camp in 
Sydney. There have been a number of changes from the 
squad that played against New Zealand with 4 new caps 
announced. 


The Australian squad Is: 


1 Matthew Nash (Bomaderry High, NSW); 2 
Greg Fuchs (Killara High, NSW); 5 Steven 6 
Dimitrievski (Keira Technology High, NSW); 6 
Shaun Molenda (Kelvin Grove, Qld); 7 Shane 
Gilroy (John Paul College, Qld); 9 Shane 
Pearce (Salisbury East High, SA); 10 Chad 
Mansley (Whitebridge High, NSW); 11 Heath 
Gillett (St Edmunds College, ACT); 13 Christian 
Zelvis (Keira technology High, NSW); 14 Heath 
Timmins (Glendale Technology High, NSW); 15 
John Hopkins (St Pauls College, SA); 18 Rade 
Kosanovic (Lake Ginninderra College, ACT); 20 
Brion Griffiths (John Curtin Senior High, WA); 
21 Jodie Pratt (South Freemantle Senior High, 
WA); 22 Aaron Bakker (Emmanuel Lutheran 
College, Qld); 23 Andy Rakic (Daramalan 
College, ACT). 


ello Soccer Weekly readers, my name is 

Ulf Hollsten, a 28 year old soccer player 

from Sweden. At the moment I play in 

Sweden's top league, Allsvenskan, (to be 
compared with England’s Premier League), but I 
have always wanted to play in an Australian soccer 
team. 

I visited Australia just over a year ago and had a 
wonderful holiday. Since then I have often thought that 
it would be nice to move there for a couple of years. 

Here are a few facts about myself as a soccer player: 
My professional career started in a team from northern 
Sweden called IFK Luled. I played there for five 
seasons. The team was then in Sweden's second top 
league, called Division 1. One year I was 
Voted most valuable player by the local 
newspapers. I was also twice in.the All 
Ster Team as defender. 

In 1994 I was bought by BK Hicken 
in Gothenburg, which plays” in 


Bankstown City 
Lions SC 


Allsvenskan. Last year I was awarded an honorary prize 
by the Hiickenpojkama (ex-players from my team who 
appoint the most valuable player every season). 1 got 
this award for my performance during the 1997 season, 

During all my career I have played central defender 
except for the occasional match as right defender, 

My knowledge of your league is not very thorough as 
you understand, I haye no idea what the procedures are 
when you recruit players from other clubs or from 
abroad (which is very common with most European, 
teams, Sweden included), salaries ete. 

Another important question concerns work permits. 
Is it difficult to get? What other rules apply when 
foreigners want to work in Australia? 

I'm very interested in playing soccer with an 
Australian team in your top league. I would be very 
happy if this could be possible! 

Thave played elite soccer for 10 years and even had 
offers to play professional soccer in Norway, Norway 
didn’t feel to exciting though — it’s too close but 
‘Australia would be something 
else! 

Our present season ends 
November &.and I would be 
able to move just after that. 

T hope this letter has caught 
your interest enough to get in 
touch with me. 

‘The easiest way to reach me 


NSW SUPER LEAGUE 


is by my e-mail address: 
Hoping to hear from you 
soon! 


& we're heading up to Super Youth League Avail yourself of David's talents by playing Junior or Youth 


League for Granville Association. 


Become part of a very exciting 1999 with us 


All Trials will be held in Centennial Park 
at the soccer pitch, to the right of 
Parkes Dr. (beside Randwick Pond) on: 


Satarday 31st October Expressions of interest and details of coaching |} Vif Holisten 
Youth League experience should be forwarded to: csamnersnaran2e: 
U12 NSW Reps 9.00am — 11.00am Sunday 25 October, 1/8/15 November Ps : $-411 35 Gothenburg 
U13 Youth League 9.00am — 11.00am U/3 9.00am UA4 10.00am UMS 11.00am 7 Charlton Street, Sweden 
U14 & U15 Youth League 11.00am — 1.00pm UA6 12.30pm YAGOONA NSW 2199 Tel. +46 (0) 31 186203 
U6 Youth League 1.00pm — 3.00pm oe E-mall: 
U18 NSW Super League 1.00pm — 3.00pm Pepe: FASS ace Coat eater Final Date: ulf.holisten@swipnet.se 
U21 NSW Super League 3.00pm — 5.00pm ee ried iia level couse? Address to BK Hackens| 
Senior Women (State League Div 1) 3 — 5.00pm 30th October 1998 homepage: 
For further information please contact: www.hacken.o.se 


Enquiries: John Calleja (9554 4213 a.h.) 
or John Velthuys (0418 664 796) 


ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT GARSIDE PARK 


Junior League 
31 October, 7/14 November 
U/1 1.30pm UM2 3.00pm 
(All players trialing for Junior League must reside with in the 
Granville Association Boundaries). 


Frank Howleson 
@ 9633.3503 or 0415.403560 


1999 SEGSON 


The Club is inviting applicate for the position of 


First Grade Coach. 


Enquiries: 
Club Secretary 9707 1559 
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Australian News 


aE Ba 


-LINK-UP WITH EMPOLI 


Marconi’s Soccer Se 
quick trip to Italy a 

Marconi 

the Italian Serie A. 


“It all started through a solicitor friend of Marconi’s who is based in Florence, 


“We were able to establish a great 
who suggested that we form some 


Labbozzetta (right with the agreement). 
“Serious discussions then took place whilst I was over there earlier this month and now we are 


happy to announce that we have 
reached an agreement that will 
most beneficial to Empoli and 
Marconi,” 

He elaborated: “At the end of 
our season, Marconi will select 
‘One or two outstanding young 
talented players and them across 
to Italy where they will be 
looked after as well as train on a 
fulltime basis with Empoli. 

“Any financial terms will be 
determined by the two clubs. 

“Club Marconi will submit 
annually a list of our best young 
players to Empoli of which two 
will then be invited to go across 
and train under a full-time and 
professional environment, 

“Marconi’s two young players 
will come under the direct super- 
vision of Empoli’s Technical 
. Director of Coaching. 

“Should any player show out- 
standing promise, Empoli will 
‘automatically have first option to 
sign up on contract,"said Mr 
Labbozzetta, 

Empoli talent scouts are sent 
every year to monitor Europe's 
most prestigious Youth 
» Tournament that’s staged in the 

northern beach resort township 
of Viareggio, 

“As you know, for the past the 
past four years, Marconi’s Youth 
team has been invited to play in 
the ‘Viareggio Youth Tour- 
nament in Italy, at which some 
giants clubs such as Juventus, 
Ajax, Inter Milan, Manchester 
United and Rangers enter their 
Youth squads, 

“Empoli has a track record of 
producing and developing excel- 
Tent young players before selling 
them on to larger and richer 
clubs across Europe,” 

“As our relationship grows 
there will be a strong possibility 
that Club Marconi in the future 
could invite the Empoli Serie A 
team to tour Australia to play 
exhibition matches here, 

“T would like to stress at this 
point that Club Marconi is great- 
ly indebted to Fabrizio Lucchesi 
for greatly assisting in formulat- 
ing this international club rela- 

' tionship,” ended club Marconi’s 
’ Secretary of Soccer. 
__ Just prior to his return to 
_ Sydney, Mr Labbozzetta made a 
| quick dash to Romania to look 
| into another pending project 
| which should crystalise for the 
Marconi club in the not too dis- 
tant future, 


| 
| 


‘arconi last night released details of an exciting link up with a team playing in 
the Italian Serie A, which in the future could prove beneficial for both clubs. 


extremely proud to have formed an association with Empoli F.C, currently in 


BIG MATCH ON 
SATURDAY NIGHT 


‘arconi on Saturday night face an acid test 

when they clash with current League 

champions South Melbourne at Marconi, 

who again could be without their superstar 
striker and captain, Paul Trimboli. 

Following their first round shock loss to the Brisbane 
Strikers, Frank Farina’s Marconi has bounced back reeling 
off consecutive victories against Sydney United and 
Canberra Cosmos, 

Souths on the other hand, although still undefeated after 
three games, had to rely on a brace of goals from their 
New Zealand international striker Vaughan Coveny before 
accounting for a defiant Newcastle Breakers 2-0. last 
Sunday at the Bob Jane Stadium, 

Missing through injury from Souths’ line up last 
Sunday, was arguably Australia’s most valuable player 
and match-winner, the brilliant Trimboli. 

‘Trimboli again must be considered a doubtful starter for 
Saturday night, but in his absence the mobile Coyeny has 
done a splendid job for South’s boss Angie Postecoglou, 

Farina stated last night: “I have always advocated 
attacking Soccer and on Saturday we will be taking the 
game to Souths, especially being in front of our home sup- 
porters. 

“We just have to keep our momentum going.” 

Off season signing of Adelaide City striker Kris 
‘Trajanovski, last Sunday night scored his debut goal for 
his new club in Marconi’s 1-2 win over Canberra, 

With the hungry and mobile midfielder Darren 
McDonald recently back to full fitness and strongly tug- 
ging at the leash for a starting shirt, Marconi look to have 
a strong squad to challenge and lift the crown from Souths. 

A feature of this clash will be the duel of Souths’ twin 
marksmen Michael Curcija and Coveny as they endeavour 
to break down Marconi's twin markers, the in form Mike 
Smith and Dominic Longo. 


RCONI'S SERIE A 


By John Economos 


retary, Frank Labbozzetta, recently returned from a 
is well as Romania, released to Saccer Weekly: “Club 


friendship with Empoli’s General Manager, Fabrizio Lucchesi 
sort of sister relationship between our two clubs,” stated 


Si 


cna 
‘FITNESS, 
a 

( 

Personalised Training 

Nutritional Evaluation 


Strength Training 
Sport Specific 


Anthony Crea 


CERT, PERSONAL TRAINER. 
Dip. RM. 


MOBILE: 0412 245 881 


MARCONI STADIUM 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 


There is only one outcome. 


/ KICK-OFF 7PM 
S uUccess. YOUTH LEAGUE 
Official Sport Conditioner of 


EARLY GAME — 5PM 
Marconi First Grade Sete aa 7 


Stanmore Hawks 
Youth League 
Division One Trials 


Dates: 


Wednesday 6-8pm 
TASKER PARK 


All Grades 
Sunday, Macarthy Reserve, 


Bay St 
ROCKDALE 


Times: 
9.00am U/13 
10.30am — U/14 
42.00pm —U/15 
1.30pm — U/16 


FOR MORE INFO CONTACT 
Leo Harris ON 


(0417) 678 607 


Kris Trajanovski Se Paul Trimboli 


Marconi is Proudly sponsored by BRESCIA FURNITURE 


Australian News 


arly days yet but crowd figures in the new 

Ericsson Cup season are showing a sharp 

rise, After two rounds attendance figures 

‘were up a staggering 45 per cent on last 
year’s match average. 

The figures were largely due to three bumper gates, 
Northern Spirit's 19,000 at their opening game, the 
Glory’s 17,000 at theirs and Sydney Olympic’s 9,000 
plus in round two, But there were some other excellent 
crowds in Round 2: 7,000 at South Melbourne, 6,000 at 
Brisbane and 6,000 at Sydney United, all well up on last 
season's corresponding fixtures. 

While last season’s match average was 4,943, that 
figure was running at 7,328 for the first two rounds of 
the current campaign, There are not too many leagues in 
the smaller countries of Europe — and where full time 
jionalism exists — which can claim those figures. 
fance the average attendance in Scotland’s first 

ivision last weekend was 3,324. 

Take note those who still believe full time football in 
Australia is a pipe-dream, 

The fact that it is not a pipe-dream is already being 
borne out by a new trend in player movements. For the 
first time since the 80s, the last off-season saw more 
player imports into Australia than exports. And that can 
only be due to one thing: the slowly creeping tend 
towards full time professionalism and competitive 
salaries in Australia, 

Perth Glory, Carlton, Northern Spirit and Sydney 
Olympic already offer full time professionalism and 
large columns of players at other clubs, especially the 
younger ones, are also full time. And with decent 
money, a career in their beloved football and Australia’s 
incomparable lifestyle, why one earth would they want 
to leave? 


Mx Bosnich, who it is thought might be looking 
ra move to the Continent, might still be paying 
the price for that infamous Nazi salute. The glossy 


, Italian weekly Guerin Sportivo, in its latest issue, 


reports that AS Roma is experiencing strong opposition 
from the city’s Jewish community in its plans to sign 
the Socceroo goalkeeper. 


thn 
J; WARRINGAH \ Hi 
DOLPHINS 


YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


Manly Warringah Soccer Association, a feeder 


association of the 


Northern Spirit 
Football Club 


are holding trials for players with 
representative experience at 


CROMER PARK | 


DEE WHY WEST 
Times: 6.00pm to 8.00pm sharp 


Under 13s, 14s, 15s, 16s 


Monday 2nd, 9th, 16th November 
Wednesday 4th, 11th, 18th November 
Registrations at 5.30pm 


Enquiries: 
Mark Channell — Secretary 


In an article titled Mark Bosnich, l’indesiderato (the 
undesirable one), members of Rome's Jewish 
community are quoted saying, “Roma should forget 
about Bosnich. He is antisemitic.” Making things 
difficult for Roma is that the club has a number of 
Jewish sponsors. 


lees of regular competition has again demonstrated 
Australia’s long suffering fate on the FIFA world 
rankings. In the latest rankings the Aussies, at 33, are in 
fact three places up on the previous month because of 
victories against meagre opposition in the Oceania 
Nations Cup. But they moved up because they were 
deemed competitive rather than friendly games. 

But of course it would have been so much different 
had Australia won the tournament. New Zealand, who. 
did win it, leapt a massive 31 places ta be 100th, their 
first appearance in the top 100. And the other Pacific 
nations? They moved up too because of having won 
matches. Tahiti gamed 53 spots, Fiji 41 and Vanuatu 10, 

Nearer the other end of the list, Brazil still leads from 
France who were only sixth a year ago, The World Cup 
has brought elite placings for a number of nations, like 
fourth placed Croatia who were 19th a year ago and 
eighth placed Yugoslavia who last December were 
22nd. 

Speaking of Oceania, the Confederation now has 
another new member in American Samoa, And FIFA, 
with American Samoa and Eritrea, now has 196 
member nations. 


N* you might think it a trivial thing but the 
proliferation among players of funny coloured, 
especially white, boots is beginning to irk. I mean after 
that moment of madness that saw off Sheffield 
Wednesday's Paolo Di Canio, I admit to having 
rejoiced at not having to put up with his flashing white 
feet anymore. Any player who plays in sand shoes, or 
what look like sand shoes, should confine his football to 
the village green on Sunday mornings. 

I seriously believe white boots should be banned. 
After all the rules are, I gather, that the members of 
each team must play in uniform colours: with the 
exception of the goalkeeper, the same colour shirts, 
same colour shorts and same colour socks. Why not 
then the same colour boots. 

We are talking about the game’s image here. How 
often have you seen the dismall sight of amateur 
suburban teams, short on funds to buy a complete kit, 
turning out in disparite colours: three players wearing 
black shorts of different shades of fade and the seven 
others wearing white. How pathetically amateurish does 
that look? 

‘That's how teams parading the various colours of the 
rainbow in footwear look to me. I pledge a trophy and a 
bottle of fine Hungarian wine to the first coach who 
bans white boots. 
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MAGNACC 


A'S HARD 


YAKKA PAYS OFF 


By Aidan Ormond 


r those in Canberra on the weekend, the 

‘only bright light in an otherwise familiar 

tale of loss and naivete was Anthony 

Magnacea, The 20 year old, on loan from the 

Victorian Premier League club Sunshine Georgies, is 

determined to make this year the one that gets him 
noticed, and he js not short of confidence to boot. 

“Obviously, being from an Italian background, 
playing in Serie A is my ultimate goal, but I am very 
happy to have been given this opportunity to play in the 
national league with the Cosmos. It's the hightest level 
in the country, wtich is what you want. 

“They are a great bunch of guys who actually have 
been very supportive, which does not happen all the 
time, from day one they have made me feel wanted.” 

Coach Rasic lias described this striker as “arrogant” 
which Magnacca interprets as “a necessary confidence”. 

And the move to Canberra has been beneficial in 
other ways too, 

“Being new in town, I tend just to be concentrating 
‘on my soccer and not the nightlife! We have been 
training twice a day which certainly helps you focus, 
but being from aa Italian family I am not used to doing 
my own cleaning and cooking!” 

“As for the Olympic game this Sunday I am really 
looking forward to it because there will be a good 
crowd and they will be on the rebound after their loss.” 

So, if you want to see an exciting striker and a 
promising new fice, get down to Belmore this Sunday, 
As he says himself, he is a “late developer”, which 
makes Magnacca the perfect metaphor for Cosmos, who 
will be hoping that by the end of the year, their 
development will see them finish higher than their 
traditional bottom three, 

Meanwhile Coach Branko Culina was totally 


embarrassed last Sunday by the display of Olympic's 
full-time professionals against United's part timers, 
reports John Economos. 

With pride severely dented, Culina stated: 
“Following that 4-1 away loss to United it’s of 
paramount importance that we now bounce back against 
Canberra. 

“We must redeem ourselves in front of our own 
supporters, 

“We have no injury or suspension problems but I am 
more worried about us and not Canberra. “Now we find 
that we have a lot of hard work still to do. 

“United got a dream start with two very early goals 
which destroyed us and we were not hungry enough to 
come back,” Culina lamented, 

It’s almost certain that Culina will rush back into his 
starting XT his tough midfielder Adem Poric, 

Last Sunday, although Poric was back from serving a 
‘one match suspension, Culina erroneously elected not to 
start him but brought on the steely midfielder into 
action after half-time. 

But by then United had done irreparable damage to 
Olympic and had taken a splendid 3-1 stranglehold on 
the match. 


GREYSTANES 


1st Grade — U/21s, U/18s 


BaTHuRST STREET PARK 


SUNDAY 15th NOVEMBER 8.30AM 
WEDNESDAY 18th NOVEMBER 7.00PM 


WESTFIELDS BATTLE AJAX 


n the final game of their European Soccer 
Tour, Westfields Sports High School had the 
honour of playing Ajax Under 16s in 
Amsterdam, going down four goals to two. 
The boys arrived in Holland on the 19th October, 
following two weeks of physically demanding soccer 
in England. They were met by some wonderful 
hospitality 


from the Ajax club. 

For two days the team used the facilities of the 
‘Ajax Junior Soccer Academy, getting a feel of the life 
of a big-time professional soccer player. 

On the second day the boys had their big game 
against Ajax Under 16s, For the first 20 minutes the 
boys concentrated on adapting to the European style 
of skilfully holding possession and cutting off the 
opponents’ option. 


Junior $.0. 


teams: 


U13s, U14s, U15s, 


forwarded to: 


Sunshine George Cross 


Seeks coaches for the following junior 
U9s, U10s, U11s, U12s, 


Expressions of interest and details of 
coaching experience should be 


P.O. Box 224, 
BRAYBROOK NTH, VIC. 3019 


APPLICATIONS CLOSE: 


8th November 1998 


After 30 minutes of very 
entertaining soccer Ajax 
finally struck, Half-time was 
1-0, By this time the team was 
starting to miss the experience 
of Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, 
Bradly Grover and Matthew 
Rosier, who had returned to 
the Australia in order to attend 
a training camp for the 
Australian Under 17s. 

In the first 20 minutes of 
the 2nd half Ajax played some 
magical soccer and extended 
their lead to 4-0, 

Westfields then dug deep to 
strike back, Midfielder Paul 
Rankin made a solo run into 
the box and was chopped 
down. Paul successfully 
converted the penalty. Five 
minutes later Paul put a nice 
ball through to Troy McColl 
who beat the offside trap, 
rounded the keeper and 
scored, 


Uib6s 


(H) (02) 9944 0220 @ (M) 0411 507 010 


Ray Fanning — Rep Convenor 
(H) (02) 9451 6732 @ (M) 0418 237 114 


(H) 9636-5297 @ (W) 9246-5096 


SUNDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 8.30AM ENQUIRIES: The boyeaTe no OOLne 
WEDNESDAY 25th NOVEMBER 7.00PM Monica Mansilla fava to ERE HE 
4 (Gunior secretary) treasure chest full of 
CONTACTS ‘After Hours on memories back to Australia, 
MARK CRITTENDEN The team returned last 
(H) 9621-4298 @ (M) 0417 247 890 03 9367 6209 seals 
TONY WATERSON 
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ALAGICH 
COACHING 


Richard Alagich 
Head of Youth Development 
Northern Spirit FC 


[x Questions that usually puzzle coaches are: at what 
age should systematic specialisation start? What tech- 
hical-tactical elements should be taught? What are the 
common faults and correction? How should a coaching 
Session be organised? 

This coaching series will attempt to provide the 
answers to these questions. 

Soccer can be played at any age but a controlled sys- 
tematic coaching program should not start until the player 
is around the age of 9 to 10 years. At this age the psy- 
chomotor and intellectual functions are ready. 

In other words at this age the player is physically and 
mentally well balanced to start learning the world game, 

The player's eventual success will be determined by 
many factors, 

You cannot just say the player needs to have good 
technique, or to be fast, and explosive etc. There are 
Many factors that need to be considered in the overall 
development program. 

These factors include: anthropometric, functional, psy- 
chomotor, cognitive, conative, sociological, motivational 
and the coaching factor, 

The coaching factor is the quality of coaching that the 
youth player will receive during his or her development, 

All youth coaches need to undergo the proper training 
to be able to pass on the correct method. 

It takes almost a decade to develop a player so coach- 
es should be patient with the development process and 
Not try to “feed” too much information in too short a time. 

They should get away from the winning emphasis, 
where concentration is on tactical development and spend 
nae time in the early phases in creating a solid technical 

jasis. 

My youth development program is made up of 6 levels 
or three phases: 


Level 1: 
5 to 8 yrs — fun phase 
Level 2 and 3: 
9 to 12 yrs — technical phase 
Level 4, 5 and 6: 
13 to 17 yrs — tactical phase 


In my next article | will expand on the question of the 
first phase of development — fun phase. 


MOUNT PRITCHARD 
FEDERATION SOCCER CLUB 


1999 State League 
: Trials 


are being held at 
AMALFI OVAL, 


LURNEA 


Sunday 25th October 


Sunday 1st November 
Under 18 — 11.00am 
Under 21 — 1.00pm 
1st Grade — 3.00pm 

ENQuiries: 
Santo CaLtaBiano 9602 2363 
A/Hours 
FRANK Drypen 9608 1290 
A/Hours 
Sue Hartas 9673 4939 


solid start to the year. They are cap- 
tained by one of the game’s charac- 
| ters, Shane Pryce, who did not let me down 
when answering my questions... 


N ewcastle Breakers have made a very 


| 1: Shane, congratulations on the good 
| start, how far can the lads go this year 
| and why? 

Top Six, if we can continue to improve 
we can be a serious challenger. 


2: In a word, describe coach Sterrey? 
Analytical. 


3: In a word, describe yourself? 
Competitive. 


4: What is your career goal? 
To play at the top level for as long as 
| possible, - 


5: What's the best thing about playing 
at the Breakers? 
Home town. 


| 6: If you won the Grand Final with the 
| Breakers, in front of 40,000 at the SFS, 
| how would you celebrate? 

| Nude run and celebrate bigger than the 
Newcastle Knights (rugby league). 


7: Outside of football, what do you like 
doing? 
Mum's for a home-cooked dinner. 


i 
| 
| 
| 


8: Where do you like to go to holiday 
and why? 

Queensland — perfect one day, perfect 
the next. 


Richard Alagich’s — SOCCER: Winning 
through Technique and Tuctics 


FEA woe pusucarion 


The 478 pages contain 111 training sessions, 222 technical 
— tactical drills, 111 shooting exercises, 1009 photographs, 
126 drawings, 22 helpful tactical games, 24 playing 
patterns and 26 set plays. 

Now part of the curriculum at the Institute of Sport and 
Management ... Tokyo, Japan. 

“.,. We have to congratulate the author on his work ... 

We warmly recommend (this book).” Sepp Blatter FIFA. 
“.This book is the one most coaches ought to be looking for.” 
Les Murray Director SBS Sport. 

“...We have studied this publication with great interest. We 
recommended it to active youth coaches, be they 
professionals or amateurs ...” 

Walter Gagg Head of Technical Department, FIFA. 


Postcode: 
Please return with cheque/money order for $45.00 
to: Pacific Soccer, PO’ Box 239, Manly. NSW 2095 


9: Your ideal woman? 
A good housewife and cook. 


10: In twenty years where do you think 

you will be and what will you be doing? 
45 years old and on the hill bagging the 
Breakers. 


11: Favourite music and movie? 
Paul Kelly, Goodwill Hunting. 


12: Favourite Soccer player and why? 
Baresi — best sweeper in the world, 


13: If you were Prime Minister for a day, 
what would you do? 
Ring Monica Lewinsky, 


14: Complete this sentence ... Love is ... 
A romantic dinner on the beach, 


McDonalds Mini World Cup 
1999 Wagga Wagga 


February 26th, 27th, 28th 


$1,000.00 
FIRST PRIZE 
Men's and Women’s teams are needed to 
represent a country of their choice. 
Nomination fee $150 per team. 
RSVP by 31st December 1998. 
Further enquiries to Cheryl Douglas 


@ (02) 69 319 000 (w) 
(02) 69 218 420 (x) 
Fax: (02) 69 319 003, 
Mosite: 0416 16 27 08 
Mini World Cup is run in 
conjunction with the 
Grace Willis Trust. 


This event is proudly sponsored by 
McDonalds Family Restaurant, 
Wagga Wagga. 
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RAKIC WAITS 


FOR HIS CHANCE 


LIKE FATHER 
LIKE DAUGHTER! 


By Graham Cooke 

haring the title of 1998 ACT Player of the 

Year highlights the fact John Rakic’s soccer 

career is at the crossroads, Young enough 

Still to kick on into the National League in 
the footsteps of players like Toplica Popovich and 
Michael Musitano, yet old enough to get cynical 
about the whole exercise, shrug his shoulders and 
settle down to the next 10 years in the ACT 
Premiership, 

What is it going to be? I first saw Rakic play when 
he was barely into his teens, | followed him through 
the NSW Youth and Superleague with Canberra 
Deakin, then the ACT Premier league first with Deakin 
and now in the colours of Monaro. 

He is a product of that super soccer factory at 
Deakin that has produced Ned and Ivan Zelic, Doug 
Marcina, and a score of others who have made their 
mark over and beyond the local game. The path to 
fame is well trodden — he knows the way, 

‘A major plus is that he still finds magic in the game 
— is still in awe of the achievements of men like 
Belconnen United's Ray Junna, with who he shared the 
1998 award, 

“To be put up there on the same level as him... am 
stacked,” he said, 

The fact is Rakie can achieve as much as Junna - 
and more, An unlucky injury in the semi-final ended 
his season just at the point when Canberra Cosmos 
coach Rale Rasic was thinking of the last few positions 
for his national league squad, but the setback need not 
be terminal. 

“Playing for the Cosmos should be the ambition of 


» every youngster who gets as far as the Premier 


League,” he said. “If the opportunity comes, I will grab 
it with both hands.” 

Rakic and Junna shared the award - the first time 
this has happened — with 18 votes each. Others on the 
leader board were: 

Tony Pangallo (Queanbeyan City) 14, Daniel 
Macor (Gungahlin Juventus) 14, David Milin 
(Canberra Deakin), 14, Adrian Dowling 
(Belconnen United) 13, Tim Dale (Weston 
Creek Royals) 12, Baz Giampaolo (Canberra 
Olympic) 12, Scott Manson (Belconnen United) 
12, Jimmy Baxter (Monaro) 12, Martin Lazarri 
(Weston Creek Royals) 11, Scott Conlon 
(Gungahlin Juventus) 11, Dane Georgievski 
(Queanbeyan City) 11, Shane Lyons (Capital 
City Suns) 11. 


® 


HAJDUK 
WANDERERS 


SOCCER CLUB INCORPORATED 


HAJDUK WANDERERS 


SOCCER CLUB 


1999 Season Youth 


League Trials 


HAROLD READ PARK, GIRRAWEEN ROAD, 


GIRRAWEEN 
U/13 — MONDAY 19 & 26 OCT 
MONDAY 2 & 9 NOV 
U/14 — TUESDAY 20 & 27 OCT 
TUESDAY 3 & 10 NOV 


U/15 — WEDNESDAY 21 & 28 OCT 


WEDNESDAY 4 & 11 NOV 


U/16 — THURSDAY 22 & 29 OCT 


THURSDAY 5 & 12 NOV 
AL Sessions ComMENCING 
6.30PM SHARP 
GENERAL ENnquirnics CONTACT 


Charlies Abdilia (B) 9757 2906 


(NM) 0411 525 308 


Peter Jaksic (H) 9726 0720 


ING two years on the sidelines Billy Willox is back 
jin the local scene after accepting the senior | 
coach's position at Gungahlin Juventus — and | 
immediately announced his return by rubbishing the 
club's Jamison Oval ground last season, 

“We can’t play good football there, it’s a mess,” he 
said. “I've asked the committee to look at alternatives 
in 1999.” 

The combative attitude will be familiar to anyone 
who knows the former National League player with 
Monaro who coached Canberra Olympic, ANU and 
Canberra City before deciding to take a'rest at the end | 
of the 1996 season. | 

“I was jaded then, and I needed the break-nowI've | 
got itchy feet again,” he said. | 

“It's going to be tough...there’s not much money 
around, but there are some brilliant young players at 
the club and if we can hang on to them, the future is 
assured. 

Willox, who takes over the first team after Walter 
Valeri moved into a coaching director's role, said he 
‘was not sure whether he would be pulling on the boots 
again. “I will probably register myself and keep fit,” he 
said. “If there is a situation when a bit of experience is 
needed I'll be ready. 

“But I’m not out to set any records. After all, I'll 
never be as old as {Canberra City player-coach] Steve 
Bryant.” 


(Gee City has moved a step nearer financial 
salvation when its licensed club, the City Club in 
Civic, was taken out of receivership, 

An administrator, who has run the club for the past 
few months, will continue to advise the board. 

Jubilant Canberra City president Ramon Montero 
said the decision will mean the City Club can now 
resume limited financial support to the various soccer 
teams. 

“We still have our major sponsor, CIT Solutions, so 
the future is far brighter,” he said. “We have retained 
last year's coach, Steve Bryant, and told him to make. 
the re-signing of the current team, with the addition of 
‘one or two key players, a priority, 

“We are on the right road.” 

Montero ended speculation he was ready to step 
down from the club's presidency by saying he would 
Stand again. “I didn’t walk away when we were going 
through the bad times, so why should I now?” he said. 


DIVISION ONE 


1999 STATE 
LEAGUE TRIALS 


Commencing 
November 1998 
9am-11am 
U18s —U21s 


MULGOA RD 
PENRITH 
Sunday 1, 8, 15 


HEAD COACH 
STAN ACKERLEY 


02 47 365 641 


PANTHERS PARK 


Soccer Spice checks out Marconi 


iday 16th October saw us (Junior Spice 
and Senior Spice) make the long trip to the 
glamorous Club Marconi for the Women’s 
State League presentation night, 

It was, to say the least, quite a unique but 
nevertheless fulfilling experience. The club and 
management decided to take on quite an interesting 
approach to the 
evening, rejecting 
the traditional and 
expected sit down 
dinner and chatter 
and replacing it 
with a rather Po 
spectacular and fy 
fully equipped |? 
Karaoke machine, 
combined with a 
roof full of helium 
balloons, which by 
the end of the night 
proved to the the 
most wanted ‘s re 
objects, Bh 

Now that’s not to 4 


say we were left 1D oe 


standing and 
suffered from st 

Starvation = ~ =. ~ 
actually it was quite the opposite. John Sevil and 
George Streeter were a great help, introducing us to 
the coaches and players and providing us with nothing 
below “Royal treatment” (which the spice girls never 
seem to lack in). And what can we say about the food 
except that not even a spicy Mexican meal has never 
tantalised out tastebuds to that extent. 

Like any other typical presentation night trophies 
were awarded to players who in the eyes of their team 
members and club management had exemplified what 
the nature of 4 true “Marconi Girl” was. Awards were 
awarded to: 


Sandra Stavrou — First Grade player and 
Players Player of the Year. 

Amanda Poulton — Rookie of the Year. 
Sharon de Beus — Reserve Grade Player of 
the Year. 

Zoi Gamble — Players Player of the Year. 


Without a doubt though, the woman of the moment 
was indeed young Michelle Carney who, to her 
surprise, received the club Player of the Year trophy, 

At the tender age of 16, Michelle is in 
the Marconi first grade team and also 
represents NSW at a youth level. 


SOCCER 


SENIOR TRIALS 


VENUE: 


E and his staff, 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 


All Correspondence to — 
PO Box 95, Rockdale NSW 2216 


YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


Saturday 31st October 


U13s, U14s — 10.00am 
U15s, U16s — 12.30pm 


Sunday Ist November 
First Grade O Second Grade Q Under 18s 10.30am 


Rockdale Hinden Sports Centre 
210 West Botany St, Arncliffe 
(ENTRANCE Opp, Terry & SprING St) 


appointed coach and director of coaching Gerry Gomez, 


Youth League Coordinator also required and 
Coaches Position still available U13s, U14s 


PHONE ENauinies PLEASE CALL JIM ON 


9567 2363 or 019 666 195 


If that’s not enough to fill your plate she also 
appears to be in possession of the “golden boot” 
having scored twenty-three goals this season. 

Interestingly enough though it was conceded that 
Michelle initially started out as a netball player, but 
her potential, it was recognised, lay in other fields — 
her activeness and constant requirement to be on the 
tun beckoned her towards making a soccer debut and 
consequently the goal scoring machine she is today. 

‘The Voice’ at Marconi, George Streeter, 


commented on the amount of talent Michelle 
possesses. He described her as being “the complete 
player and very dangerous anywhere around the goal. 
She is the type of player who can turn a simple ball 
into a goal,” 

Soccer is clearly a sport which she enjoys and 
which she aims to persevere in, Her ambition is to 
reach the highest possible level — “I'd like to play 
Somewhere like 

America, Italy, 
England or 
basically anywhere 
in Europe. Any 
place I get a shot 
at” 

And it seems that 
an amazing ability 
to play football is a 
hereditary trait, 4 
with Michelle's f : 
father, Ray Carney } 
having played at <A | 
NSW State League pve a 
level with clubs such as Bonnyrigg, Macarthur Rams 
and most prominently, Auburn. The elder Camey was 
reknowned for his speed and his ability to provide 
good quality crosses from the 
wing. 

However he has not hung up 
his boots yet and is currently 
playing with liverpool City and 
has even taken on coaching 
(Liverpool City Under 18s) 
which is something he would 
like to further in the future, He 
has been described as being an 
asset to any club as he has a 
thorough knowledge of the 
world game, 

One thing is certain though, 
for his daughter there is quite a 
future ahead. Who knows, she 
may reach the feats of those she 
most admires in the football 
world, with Alan Shearer being 
the object of most of her 
admiration, and on a local basis 
Brett Emerton (above). 

Possessing such talent and 
skill as young Michelle does, 
drill the name Michelle Carney 
into your celebrums now as we 
are assed you will be hearing 
more about the wonder girl in 
the future. All the best to the 
Marconi girls! 


CLUB 


All the youth and senior trials will supervised by the newly: 
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ALL-ROUND PERFORMANCE 


By guest.writer Bonnie Mersiades 


fully professional league is a critical 
measure of our progress, and success, 


as a footballing nation. We all applaud 

the initiatives of clubs such as Perth 
Glory, Carlton, Northern Spirit and Sydney 
Olympic who have moved to a ‘professional’ 
status for their players, 

While results on the field are the ultimate 
performance measure of any team, there are many 
off-field performance standards which a 
professional, contemporary sporting team should 
meet also, For example; 

Does your club answer letters and e-mail, and 
how promptly? 

Does your club respond to requests for player 
appearances? If so, does the player turn up on 
time, on the right day and wearing the right gear? 

How well does your club respond to simple 
telephone inquiries — such as the next game, the 
cost of entry and other match-day arrangements? 

Does your club produce a match-day program? 
Do they have a web site? Is there any other form of 
Communication with supporters? How quickly do 
they respond to requests for information? 

These are just a few of the more basic 
administrative functions which a club should be 
able to fulfil efficiently, without little impact on 
Tesources and budgets. 

In preparation for an article in Soccer Weekly, | 
recently sent a fax to all national league clubs 
asking for information on their relationship with 
juniors. The intention was to showcase what clubs 
offer in terms of both development and promotion, 
and to look at ‘best practice’ in this area. 

Only Newcastle and Marconi have responded to 
the request so far, 

Unless one knew better, this lack of response 
could be interpreted to mean that the clubs are not 


doing anything at all for, or with, juniors — but this 
is not the case, Most clubs put considerable effort 
into promoting the game and their Club to junior 
players and young people, and some clubs have 
quite well-developed talent identification programs 
and feeder systems. 

But wouldn't it be nice for people to know about 
these?! (In fact, it may even be helpful for clubs to 
know about other clubs’ activities.) 

The level of unresponsiveness on this issue led 
me to assess how clubs answered five basic 
questions, viz: 

What date and time are their next home game? 

Who is it against? 

How much does it cost? 

What's the best way of getting public transport 
(including a taxi) to the ground? 

Can merchandise be purchased at the game? 


Below indicates the extent to which each club 
could answer the questions with a score given out 
of 5 on an ‘efficiency and friendliness factor’: 


Adelaide City “couldn't be 100% sure” of prices 
and did not offer to look them up, 3/5 

Adelaide Sharks was able to answer every 
question. 5/5 

Brisbane Strikers’ telephone was answered as 
the “Queensland Soccer Federation” and, when put 
through to another person, they didn't know how to 
get to the ground. 3/5 

Canberra Cosmos was able to answer every 
question. 5/5 

Carlton had to look up the ticket prices but 
provided detailed public transport directions. 4/5 

Gippsland was able to answer every question. 


At Marconi, the request was handled by the 
Club's switchboard and not their football office. 
They got the date wrong for their next home game 
and placed me ‘on hold’ for one minute while they 


checked the opposition and the prices, but 
apologised for not knowing. 3/5 

Melbourne Knights were not able to provide a 
response to any question without placing me on 
hold and checking. This took approximately five 
minutes. 2/5 

Newcastle also had to check alll facts and told 
me to ask the hotel how to get to the ground. 2/5 

Northern Spirit was able to answer every 
question, and acivised me to get there early if | 
purchased the cheaper tickets. 5/5 

Perth Glory was able to answer every 
question and told me to purchase the ticket 
beforehand, 5/5 

South Melbourne could not be sure 
about the prices, and described a pricing 
and seating structure which sounded very 
complicated, but were able to provide 
transport directions. 3/5 

Sydney Olympic was able to answer 
every question. 5/5 

Sydney United had to check prices, were 
unsure of their opposition, and could not tell 
me how to get to Edensor Park. 2/5 

Wollongong Wolves could answer every 
question and had the friendliest person at 
the other end of the phone, 5/5 


ere were shortcomings in efficiency with 

‘some clubs, but the majority of ‘front-line’ 

representatives showed a friendly and open 
manner. 

While it is not the ‘main game’, the 
professionalism of those behind-the-scenes 
contributes to the image of the Club and also 
the image of the national league competition 
and the code — as do newspapers such as 
this, the various football magazines and the 
television programs and commentators. 

From a corporate sponsor's point-of-view, 
these are some of the component parts of 


UTS SYDNEY OLYMPIC v CANBERRA COSMOS 


THIS SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER 1 


BELMORE SPORTS GROUND 
6.30pm Kick Off 


DON’T WAIT TILL 2000 & 
FOR THE OLYMPIC 
EXPERIENCE! 


GATES OPEN AT 4PM 
PLUS YOUTH GAME 


the footballing ‘product’. 

For the individual fan, their football club is a total 
product: performance on the park is a key 
measure, but loyalty is also developed through a 
range of other measures, including a friendly, 
approachable and well-informed front-line crew 
striving towards the highest levels of 
professionalism. 


ARNCLIFFE SCOTS 
SOCCER CLUB 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 
TRIALS FOR THE 1999 SEASON 
1st Grade, U/21s, U/18s 
Mondays: 

November 2nd, 16th, 23rd, 30th 
December 7th 
Fridays: 

October 30th, November 6th, 20th, 27th, 
December 4th, 11th 
TIME 6.30PM 
To be held at Arncliffe Scots Field, 
North Barton Park 
ENTRANCE AT WEST BOTANY ST, ARNCLIFFE 
(Opp Spring and Terry st) 

HEAD COACH NICK NAUMOVSKI 
Coaches are required for U21s and U18s 
For Further Information Contact; 

Nick Naumouski on 
HOME: 9556 1797 
Work: 9525 9159 
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o qualify for the World Cup is no mean feat 
‘and everyone involved can take great pride 
in the achievement. Yet, as significant as 
qualification is, the win in Auckland was in 

essence just the first step along the road for the 
Matildas, 

Making it to the 1999 World Cup was essential, and 
the Aussie outfit put in a fantastic performance in 
making that happen. But there is still a long way to go if 
‘Australia is to make an impact come the World Cup and 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 

‘This is where the hard work really begins, Now safe 
in the knowledge we will line up as one of the sixteen 

_ Next year in the USA, the work to make sure we 

continue to rise up the world rankings and not merely 
Jand in America to make up the numbers starts now, 

‘The most noticeable thing about the Qualifiers was 
the manner in which the Matildas cast aside the Kiwis’ 
challenge — evidence of how far women's football in 
Australia has come in recent times. The last two World 
Cup Qualifiers were decided on goal difference, almost 
nothing separating the rival nations. Even our last 
previous match against New Zealand in late 1997 was 
not such an emphatic win. 

This time around, it became immediately clear that 
the Aussies have forged ahead of the Kiwis in every 
facet of the game, There was a polish, a professionalism, 
a confidence in each other and in each individual's 
performance, The AIS program has resulted in players 
maturing and developing at a fantastic rate over the 
short period the Squad has been centralised in Canberra. 

The AIS has played an enormous role in our success, 
said National Coach Greg Brown, It's enabled the team 
to be together in a place we can really develop. All the 
backup staff at the Institute have really enabled me to 
provide the best possible program for the players. ‘The 


‘ulie Murray has shown time and time again 

she's a big time player — against Sweden, 

North Korea, and now New Zealand, says 

coach Greg Brown of his striker who 
celebrated her 50th cap in the Qualifiers final. On 
the big occasion, Julie is able to turn it on, take the 
game by the scruff of the neck. It's great to see her 
in full flight, 

‘A veteran of the two previous World Cup campaigns, 
and dropped from the National Squad after the 1995 
World Cup, being part of the successful team in 
Auckland was especially significant for Murray. 
Awarded the captaincy for the day to mark her 
milestone international, Murray was pumped up for the 
big game. Two minutes in, she showed all her class in 
scoring a fabulous curling goal. 

I went into the game thinking I'm going to enjoy 
myself — I love the game. It would've been great to 
score a hat-trick, and essentially I could have. 1 went in 
with a real euphoric feeling, I knew we were going to 
win, Captain for the day on my fiftieth international, T 
was obviously proud, With our whole preparation, this 
was the pinnacle we'd been working towards, and I was 
proud for myself and the team. 

The goal was not only a spectacle, it was doubly 
important in that it settled the team so early into the 
decider. | was just elated. And I think it was great for 
the team. I was put there to do a job, to score goals, 
Everyone settled, and we took it away. New Zealand 
were shocked really, especially when I kissed my top 2 
hundred times, because I know New Zealand crowds 
hate me. 

It was essential really, said Murray of the win. I was 
confident before the game, in our performance, I knew 
we were up to it. I was looking forward to it actually. 
We went into the game, everyone expected us to win, 
we expected to win, We always put more pressure on 
ourselyes than others. 

In the lead-up, we had several meetings about the 
game, tactics, et cetera, and we all decided if we just get 
the basics right, then we should have no problems. 
Everyone has been together for three or four months, 
and it was so noticeable, the unity on the park — there 
was the world of difference. 

One of the team's most experienced combatants, who 
has lived through many ups and downs over the past 
twelve years, Murray is a leader and willing to share her 
thoughts amongst her teammates. Everyone has a 
certain level of nervousness and I've always said to the 
more inexperienced players to let those nerves work 


fact we're all together means we can work on team 
building, tactical awareness, and awareness of each 
other. There's no doubt Natalie Thomas was able to fit 
in so well because of the fact she'd already played 
fifteen to twenty games with the team. We're playing 
good games each week on great facilities in an intense 
atmosphere. 

‘The Qualifiers final was a must-win game with a lot 
hanging on the result. Yet the pressure did not affect the 
focus of the team itself according to Brown. ‘We tried to 
ease any pressure. No doubt the players were aware of 
what was riding on the game but we were confident we 
were good enough. We weren't concentrating on it 
being a big game, just our roles, the opposition, and how 
best to break them down.’ 

‘| was always confident we had the better players. 
Plus we had a fair bit of information on New Zealand - 
we knew all their players and their quirks. We didn't 
spend a lot of time on them but certainly we were aware 
of their tendencies as players and as a team, and we 
were able to counter them.’ 

Much has been said about the ease of the first three 
matches in Auckland against the island nations and the 
effect this had on the focus for the tough final. But in 
one way these games enabled Brown to mix the team 
around and give everyone a game before the final. 

‘The structure remained the same in these games, as 
did the tactics, I wanted everyone to have a game under 
their belt before the final, and we were able to do that 
because we've been together so long, I really hadn't 
made up my mind until the night before the final. In the 
end | pick the side I think will do the job. 1 like to see 
who's firing at the time, It's important to pick who's 
sharp, firing, and hungry: 

Brown is quick to stress that this is just the start of a 
longer term campaign. We did enough to get through, he 


positively. 

To be honest, it was probably more nervewracking 
for those outside the team. Personally when I'm playing, 
1 don't notice anything outside the game. We were all 
focused, and once you're on the park, it's okay. 

This latest Qualifying tournament came down to a 
much more favourable scenario than. previous 
campaigns. All coming down to goal difference in both 
1991 and 1995, Murray relates how that placed much 
greater pressure on everyone during the game, 
describing the players as nervous wrecks for the whole 
ninety minutes. 

At one stage, a week before departure, Murray 
thought she might not make it to Auckland at all. 
Tackled in a training match, Murray's whole ankle and 
foot ballooned up into a swollen mess, The injury was 
to become the Aussies best kept secret, keen to keep the 
Kiwis at bay. When it first happened, I was devastated 
and very angry. Actually I was horrified. I've hurt my 
ankle before, but it's never swollen up like that. 

Because my last World Cup campaign wasn't great, 
then two years out of the team, I'd worked so hard to get 
back. I was really motivated, really dedicated. Then the 
injury one week before Qualifiers, I almost died. 


said of the Qualifiers. But if we're serious about 
winning things, doing well at the World Cup, then we 
need to pick up our game, the intensity. The program 
will become more demanding, not just in a physical 
sense, bul tactically. Now's the time to start what we 
want to be doing at the World Cup. The games here 
we'll be taking seriously, plus we want to put into 
practice what we've been working on, 

We need to get the fitness levels up another level, 
become more tactically aware, and have greater 
‘awareness of our opposition and the way they play. 

Brown adds, The World Cup itself is still a way off 
yet, and until we know the draw, we can't focus on our 
opponents. At this stage, we'll continue concentrating 
‘on ourselves.’ 


RRAY SAVOURS 


Murray worked hard to get her ankle recovered in 
time for the firal, keen to not let it hamper her 
performance. Rested for the first two games, Murray 
played in the semi against Fiji, scoring a hattrick in the 
process. 

Tm glad I got s good run in before the final, I'd done 
a few thirty to forty minute runs on the treadmill, so T 
knew I was ready, It was a bit sore, but with what was 
happening around me, I had no concerns. 

This latest scare was small in comparison to the 
thoughts running around in Murray's head three years 
ago. Dropped from the Squad, along with current 
teammates Anissa Tann-Darby and Traci Bartlett, the 
world must have collapsed around them, Prior to Greg. 
taking over as National Coach, I assumed I would no 
longer be in the team, recalls Murray. Actually I had 
come to terms with that, when Greg told me he didn't 
‘want to lose experienced players like myself, so that 
gave me a small ray of light. 

Murray went cn to successfully make her comeback 
for Australia, yet says the decision to take up the AIS 
scholarship this year was not an easy one, offered an 
exciting new job with event and athlete management 
firm GSI Sports. I was a bit hesitant as much as I wanted. 


CASA REVITALISED 


Or other player to shine during Qualifiers 
was midfielder Lisa Casagrande (left). It's 
taken great character to come back from the 
shock of missing selection for the recent tour 
to North Korea, and Casagrande made the 
most of her time in Auckland. 

1 thought Lisa had a great tournament, said 
coach Greg Brown. It was probably the best 
she's played in a couple of years, very 
enthusiastic, great movement, service to 
the strikers, plus scoring a few herself. It was 
great to see her back to her old self. 

Casagrande impressed early in the 
tournament, earning herself selection in the 
final where she scored a cracker of a goal to 
take the Matildas to a 3-0 lead, 

Obviously | was devastated with missing 
North Korea, but the positives to come out of it 
were increased motivation and intensity at 
training to get back in the squad, sald 
Casagrande. Overall, it probably helped me as 
a player more than going on the tour. 

She added, | guess I'd been part of things 
for so long, there's the tendency to think 
you're up there all the time, Also | had a lot of 
things on, and probably my priorities weren't 
right. 

It was quite important for me to go away (to 
NZ) and do well because of my scholarship 
position, If! hadn't gone, it would have been 
very difficult to show myself. 


to, It was a pretty tough decision to come down to 
Canberra with the offer of a new job. But J made the 
decision to put everything into it. 

I think I've still got two hundred percent to improve if 
that is an indication, says Murray of her current form, 
Ina way, I’m happier these days about my performance. 
Idon’t think I ever played badly for Australia, but now T 
don’t put as much pressure on myself. And now I'm 
playing a different position, which is challenging and 
exciting. 

Murray is happy with the decision on and off the park 
and still works for GSI Sports from Canberra in a client 
liaison role and says the company has been incredibly 
supportive of her sporting career, On the park, she has 
been given a new life. The last few months under Greg. 
Brown and Chris Tanzey, I've learned a lot, whereas T 
felt I hadn't learned anything the previous few years. 
Now it’s challenging - I love to learn, and Greg and 
Chris have been fantastic. 

In terms of our individual performance and team. 
performance, the AIS program has been essential if we 
are to continue to be a force on the world stage, There is 
no better coaching or facilities. 

It's the whole coaching and management team, 
including sports science, career and education, and 
psychology, The whole works has really blown some 
people away. It's disappointing we didn't have it years 
£90, but now we have, we,te not going to let it go. 

That kind of preparation was the key to maintaining 
focus during the easy Qualifier games according to 
Murray. If we'd not had that hard preparation, it may 
well have been a problem. 

It's always hard playing dead easy games against 
teams who tactically haven't a clue - really you just play 
around and the intensity's not there. But it was probably 
a good thing in hindsight, as Greg got to play everyone, 
and the whole team was confident and happy. 

‘As for the future, Murray is confident Australia can 
make its mark. The AIS worked to improve our 
confidence and performance and unity in just those three 
months. 

‘Come Portugal (the Algarve Cup in March), welll be 
another 30-40% better, and then at the World Cup, we'll 
be hitting our mid-peak, meaning we'll really be on the 
ball for the Olympics. I don't have any problems saying 
Tm confident we'll make the top six at the World Cup. 
We've recently beaten China, and we could play the US 
tomorrow, and they'd see a noticeable difference in our 
mentality and confidence. 
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BRISBANE STRIKERS 2 
Cranney 9, Harris 78 
PERTH GLORY 2 


Despotovski 84, Boutsianis 88 
At Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 


By Glenn Davis 


pressure surrendering two late goals in 

the final six minutes to enable Perth Glory 
to snatch a valuable 2-2 draw at Suncorp 
Stadium on Saturday night. 

The two goals infuriated coach John Kosmina 
who blamed a lack of concentration from the home 
side for allowing a certain three points slip from 
their grasp. 

“We've got a lot of young blokes and we lost 
shape and concentration,” he said. 

“But you could see it coming. 

“It's two points thrown away. | don't care if you 
are 10-nil up - you don't lose concentration. 

; “They are only young blokes but they have to 
learn.” 

Perth's revival was sparked by striker Bobby 
Despotovski in the 84th minute, finishing off a cross 
from striker John Markovski with a powerful header 
past goalkeeper Clint Bolton. 

The Strikers, who led 1-0 at halftime, had been 
under intense pressure late in the game as they 
soaked up a relentless Perth onslaught. 

The pressure on the Strikers in the closing 
Stages was enormous and eventually they cracked 
two minutes from normal time. 

Big Glory defender Danny Hay tose high 
heading an attempt at goal but the ball fell to 
substitute Con Boutsianis who smashed the ball 


Bees: Strikers buckled under intense 


CARLTON 1 
Bresciano 10 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 2 


Rudan 16,90 
At Optus Oval, Melbourne 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


orthern Spirit broke through for their first 
victory in the Ericsson Cup on Sunday, 
defeating Carlton 2-1 at Optus Oval. 

The Spirit played against ten men for most of the 
game when Carlton’s Joe Tricarico was sent-off by 
referee Brett Hugo after just 14 minutes. 

Spirit's hero was defender Mark Rudan who 
scored both goals, the winner coming five minutes 
into injury time at the end of the game. He was also 
involved in the dismissal of Tricarico when the 
striker kicked out at Rudan after being pulled back 
by his shirt. 

Carlton coach, Eddie Krncevic, was not happy 
with Tricarico's sending off. 

“It was a stupid thing to do” said Krncevic. 

“The boys worked hard for 80 minutes and did 
well with ten men but he (Tricarico) has let his 
mates down. 

“We got off to a good start, scored a great goal 
and then Joe goes and does this, it’s just 
madness.” 

Carlton got off to a terrific start, taking the lead in 
the 10th minute. Lubo Lapsanky’s comer found its 
way out to Marco Bresciano who volleyed home 
spectacularly past Paul Henderson. 

Shortly after Tricarico got his marching orders 
and Spirit were level two minutes after that with a 
simple goal. 

A free-kick was played to the edge of the area 
where Robert Enes knocked it through for Rudan 


home following a goalmouth scramble. 

The Strikers looked dominant in the 
first half after midfielder Sean Cranney 
gave the homeside an early lead nine 
minutes in when he slipped inside Perth 
defender Gavin Wilkinson to finish off a 
Nick Meredith cross from the left. 

However Perth had the Strikers on 
the backfoot for most of the second 
half, but it was the home side which 
appeared to have grabbed a winning 
lead when midfielder Jeromy Harris 
rose high on 78 minutes for his second 
goal of the season from a Meredith 
comer. 

But Perth refused to cave in with 
Boutsianis ensuring Glory's journey 
east was a profitable one. 

The two sides have clashed five 
times now for two wins each and a 
draw. 

Kosmina had to reshuffle his line-up 
just before kick-off when young striker 
Reece Tollenaere, who scored in their 
opening game against Marconi, was 
ruled out with an ankle injury 

His replacement Wayne Knipe 
worked tirelessly up front causing the 
Perth defence problems with his speed, 
while biting at the heels of giant 
defender Gavin Wilkinson. | 

As expected defender Craig Williams 
came in for suspended skipper Glenn 
Gwynne which paved the way for 
Socceroo Kasey Wehrman to captain 
the Strikers for the first time. 

Wehrman again had a brilliant game 
celebrating his selection in the 
Socceroo squad for their brief tour of 
the United States next month. 


who shielded the ball before creating space 
for himself to fire it beyond the reach of 
Dean Anastasiadis. 

After 196 minutes of Ericsson Cup 
football, Spirit finally had their first goal from 
an unlikely source. 

Despite having a man less, Carlton 
coped well and came close to snatching a 
half time lead. 

First, in the 44th minute, Andy Viahos 
crossed to Bresciano but this time 
Henderson stopped him scoring with a 
sensational one-handed save. 

Then in the 45th minute Lapsansky hit 
the bar with the free kick from a tight angle. 

Spirit striker Clayton Zane had two 
chances in quick succession just after half 
time, to put the visitors ahead. 

In the 51st minute he headed Robbie 
Slater's cross against the post and then had 
a shot saved by Anastasiadis after being 
played through by Slater. 

Neither side looked like scoring until 
Rudan came forward to stamp his mark on 
the game once again. 

Slater, who gave the Blues a torrid time, 
crossed for Rudan who rose above the 
Blues defenders and headed into the net, in 
the 95th minute. 

Spirit player-coach Graham Amold said 
the team deserved to win, a win he was 
very relieved to get. 


“Carlton are a hell of a team, they're not Ff 
on top for nothing but I'm very proud of the if 


players” said Amold. 

“We had eight players out today, we had 
three kids on the bench, we had nothing 
else. 

“We can look forward to next week now, 
we're back” ended Amold. 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE 2 
Coveny 22, 59 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 0 


At Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


outh Melbourne went equal to top of the 

table with a comfortable 2-0 home win 

over Newcastle Breakers on Sunday. 
The champions barely raised a sweat and 
two goals from New Zealand international 
Vaughan Coveny was enough to earn them 
the three points. 

Coveny's form has hit a purple patch, the two 
goals he scored on Sunday in a man-of-the- 
match performance gives him four so far this 
year. 

South Melbourne coach Ange Postecoglou 
Said afterwards that the team has still much to 
improve. 

“We're improving little by little each week”. In 
the first half | was a bit disappointed with the 
way we went about things, but they (Newcastle) 


SYDNEY UNITED 4 
Townsend 3, Eagleton 4, Mitchell 
27, Sterjovski 71 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC 1 
Kalantzis 24 

At Sydney United Sports Centre, 
Sydney 


By John Vrtaric 
O: a scorching day in Sydney's outer 


western suburbs Sydney United begun 
this derby game in a style to match the 
weather. 

United's scintillating start saw them score two 
goals within four minutes and their opponents were 
never able to recover with the match ending in a 4- 
1 victory to the home team, 

United was granted its dream start in the 3rd 
minute. A long ball from the sweeper, Richard 
Plesa, drifted over Olympic's left wing back, Chris 
Kalantzis, into the penalty area. Kalantzis chased 
the ball along with the speedy Townsend and as he 
tried to clear, the ball cannoned off the legs of 
Townsend and floated over a stunned Jim Kourtis 
to give United a 1-0 lead. 

The dream got better. In the very next minute 
another long ball from the back freed young Mile 


never really worried us. 

“The second half was a bit better, we played 
our game and created more opportunities.” 

South Melbourne had skipper Paul Trimboli 
out injured, but he was hardly missed. 

The Breakers, for large periods, were kept out 
of the game by South and when they did get 
possession their passing often let them down. 

Only sporadic flashes of pace from the likes of 
Brad Wieczorek and John Buonavoglia gave 
South a slight problem, 

They got in behind South’s defence quite a 
bit, particularly in the second half, but were 
caught out offside far too often. 

South had control of the first half, but only had 
the one goal to show for it. 

Coveny got the goal in the 22nd minute after 
following up a Michael Curcija shot that was spilt 
by Breakers ‘keeper Bob Catlin. 

He could have had another just seconds into 
the second half when, played through by David 
Clarkson, he beat two defenders but was 
blocked by the legs of Catlin. 

Continued South Melbourne pressure led to 
Coveny’s second, a header at the far post from 
Steve Panopoulos’ cross. 

He was denied a hat-trick in the 78th minute 


SYDNEY UNITED ARE BACK! 


Sterjovski down the same wing, Sterjovski took the 
ball just inside the penalty box and struck a good 
ground shot that Kourtis could only parry just out of 
teach of a despairing defender and into the path of 
a perfectly timed run from Eagleton, The defender’s 
well placed shot beat Kourtis and gave United a 2- 
Olead, 

In the eight minute a defensive error saw the ball 
roll to Mitchell who immediately released Sterjovski 
down the left side. Faced with a two-on-one, with 
Townsend lurking unmarked on the right, Sterjovski 
chose to ignore him and, instead, an ineffective 
shot was easily saved by Kourtis. 

The whirlwind start continued in the next minute 
when Burns’ through ball again exposed the 
Olympic defence. Townsend was first to the ball 
and his square ball across the Olympic goal fell 
perfectly into the path of Sterjovski, An excellent 
strike was superbly deflected over the bar by the 
alert Kourtis. 

A shell-shocked Olympic had no answers to the 
Onslaught and were lucky that they weren't four 
goals behind! 

Finally Olympic awoke from its slumber. Scott 
Thomas went close with a header before Kalantzis 
scored a superb goal. 

From a short corner, Thomas’ cross from the 
tight evaded United's goalkeeper, Andrew Crews, 
and Adam Ciantar hooked the bouncing ball back 
towards the penalty spot to Kalantzis. The wing 


ERICSSON CU 


COVENY CRUISES OVER THE BREAKERS 


by the assistant referee's flag. 

Curcija had lobbed Catlin and the ball 
appeared to be heading in but Coveny made 
sure and knocked the ball in, only to have 
referee Jeremy Blaney disallow it. 

Newcastle couldn't muster one genuine 
attempt on Michael Petkovic’s goal although 
they did have the opportunities to create 
Openings. 

But South, especially Coveny and Curcija, 
peppered the Breakers’ goal. - 

Coveny had another shot saved by Catlin 
before Curcija had a good claim for a penalty 
late in the game turned down. 

Breakers coach Lee Sterrey knew that even 
with Trimboli out, South would be hard to beat. 

“They've got a good squad here. They've got 
plenty of players to fill in the holes. 

“They stroked it about and at times toyed with 
us. 

“We tried tc sit back and hit them on the 
counter and in the second half we had four or 
five chances that we could have executed back. 

“It was pleasing from a young team that’s 
been put together over the space of four or five 
weeks, very pleasing” concluded Sterrey. 


back controlled *he ball brilliantly on his chest and, 
before the ball hit the ground, he swung his left foot 
and placed the ball perfectly into the right hand 
comer past a crowded penalty area. 

Just as it seemed to be finding some cohesion 
amongst its, al times, disjointed team Olympic 
virtually fell on its own sword, 

In the 27th minute as he was trying to play the 
ball out of defense, Ciantar lost control and Mitchell 
quickly robbed him of the ball and headed towards 
Kourtis' goal. Mitchell coolly rounded the ‘keeper 
and slotted the ball into an empty net. The score 
was 3-1 and the match was as good as over. 

Culina brought on Poric for the start of the second 
half to replace the ineffective Norman Tome. Brett 
Emerton was moved from his roving role in the first 
half to partner Pablo Cardozo up front. 

Olympic was finally put out of its misery in the 
71st minute with a super goal from Sterjovski. A 
free kick from the left skimmed the head of a 
defender and the ball reached Sterjovski who was 
‘standing about half a metre from the goal line and 
about twelve metres from goal. 

From this impossible angle Sterjovski struck a 
powerful shot with the outside of his right foot - 
Kourtis got his hands to it but the force of the shot 
was such that all he could do was to deflect the 
goal into the net, 

The latter part of the second half drifted along 
with the result assured for the home team and the 
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-MeManus, S| rod (Sanderson 81), Buonavoglia, 


MATCH STATS... 
Crowd 6 font 15. 


Sa Melbourne: Patkovtc, losis, De 
Amicis, Orlic, Clarkson, Panopoulos, Coveny, 
Curelja; Baser, Lozanovski (Polak 70), Tsekinis 
(Anastasiadis 1. lca: 84). 


Neate Bivaiets: -Catin, Pryce, Roberts, 


Wieczorek, , Shannon, Havihornttwetie 
(Wilson 12), Yoon (Uni 69). 


Votes for Player of the Year: 


MATCH STATS... 
Crowd: 5,172 
Referee: G, Connolly 


United: Crews, Plesa, Barrett, Santalab, 
Eagleton(Griffiths 74), Bennett, 
Townsend(Berry 68), Ardone, Burns, Sterjovski, 
Mitchell(Caleta 58) 

Olympic: Kourtis, Ciantar, Tsekenis, 
Taliadoros, Thomas, Kalantzis, Culina, 
Brennan(Juric 66), Emerton, Tome(Poric 46), 
Cardozo 


Yellows 

United: Bennett 78 

Olympic; Kalantzis 66, Tsekenis 75 
Votes for Player of the Year: 

3; Ardone 

2: Eagleton 

1: Townsend 


score remaining unchanged. 


In an all-round team performance United's 


midfield of Ardone, Burns and Townsend was 
dominant over its opponents who played without 
any cohesion. 


ARCHIE LIFTS THE FALCONS 


GIPPSLAND EAESONG 1 
Thompson 55 
ADELAIDE SHARKS 0 


At Mobil Park, Gippsiand 


By Damian Tripodi 


Adelaide Sharks’ unbeaten run by inflicting a 
stinging defeat on their more illustrious 
opponents 

A 86th minute goal by the elusive and brilliant 
Archie Thompson gave the Gippslanders a hard 
found, but well deserved win before a jubilant home 
crowd at Mobil Park. 

The goal was the result of some clever play in front 
‘of goal. An Andy Vargas chip was taken and well 
controlled by John Hutchinson, who turned and found 
Thompson well placed and the Olyroo ‘shot the ball 
into\the net. 

Ina scoreless, unattractive first half, neither side 


T: Gippsland Falcons put a stop to the 


was able to take control in dry, but windy conditions. 
dust before the break, the heavily marked 
Thompson sent the ball just wide of the right upright. 

During the half time break Falcons coach, Stuart 
Munro, gave his charges a new boost of confidence, 
because from the moment they took the field, they 
looked like winners. 

They were a better co-ordinated and more 
determined unit, which clearly meant business. The 
midfielders took control of their territory with some 
good deliveries to the forwards. 

Seven minutes into the half, a header by vice 
captain Manny Gotis (who at this stage was clearly the 
Falcons’ most valuable player) almost put the Falcons 
ahead, but the shot scraped the cross bar. 

However, controversy at the 65th minute! Marco 
Perinovic flipped the ball to Thompson, a set up for 
Clayton Bell, who, with a great shot sent the ball into 
the back of the net. The referee pointed to the centre 
and just as the Falcons players and crowd were in full 
celebration, the linesman indicated an infringement 
and what seemed to be Gippsiand’s second goal, was 
annulled. 

This visibly shook the Falcons and from: that point 


Mantred Schaeffer's men took the ascendancy and 
mounted a series of solid attacks. Gibson was denied 
by the woodwork and not long after, substitute Danny 
Vidakovic had the Gippsland keeper Bojo Jevdevic 
clearly beaten, but he was denied by Jeff Hopkins, 
who in miraculous fashion cleared the ball from the 
line. 

The Falcons coach Stuart Munro at the end of the 
game stated that the encounter was exactly the type 
of game he expected. “We knew that it would be 
touch, hard working game” stated the coach. “It is 
great to begin the home campaign with a win. 

Bojo (Jevdevic) played well and Archie is able to 
create something out of nothing". Munro was 
disappointed with the disallowed goal. “The referee 
and the jinesman, both acknowledged the goal at first 
and then signalled the offside”. 

Whilst Munro praised Jevdevic's effort in goal, he 
stated that the signing of a second goal keeper was 
imminent. 

Sharks’ Manfred Schaeffer was obviously 
disappointed “We had many clear cut opportunities 
and the result should have been 4-1” stated the coach. 


MATCH STATS... 
Crowd: 2,620 
Referee: Perry Muir 


Gippsland Falcons: Jevdevic, Anderson, 
Gotis, Hopkins, Macnicol, Bell, 

(Canosa 85th), Perinovic (Savage), ‘Hutchinson 
{Di lorio 70th), Hastie, 


Adelaide Sharks: Miller, Alagich, Castro, 
Kusmanovie, Souris, Kokkinoplitis, Milosevic 
(Westervelt 75th), Poimer 75th, Dutic, Pezos 
{Vidakovic 46th), Gibson. 


Votes for Player of the Year: 

3: Manny Gotis (Gippsland) 

2; Archie Thompson (Gippsland) 

1: Alex Kusmanovic (Adelaide Sharks) 
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ERICSSON CUP-2 


Phillips, but his header was well held by Vilson 
CANBERRA COSMOS 1| Knezevic. Then Brad Maloney was found himself Traja had his best 
Buljan 26 free in the box, but his shot went past the far post. ian of the year. 
MARCONI FAIRFIELD 2 | et nto nal Zor sont a cos othe fr pos Look out South 
é post “ 
Maloney 38, Trajanovski 63 and found an unmarked Maloney. His header beat Melbourne this 
At Bruce Stadium, Canberra Knezevic and rolled into the goal. Saturday night at 
As the second half started Magnacca tried to Marconi. 
By Nick Guoth put his mark on the game, first with a through ball 


90 minutes” said Canberra coach 
Rale Rasic after the game. 

This was what Marconi did and the Cosmos 
didn't as the visitors came away with all the points 
thus relegating Canberra to the bottom of the 
league. 

The early stages of the game saw the Cosmos 
switching the ball from side to side and generating 
a number of chances. Nine minutes in Danny Burt 
was released down the left side and sent in a 
cross that Peter Buljan was just unable to get to. 

At the other end Kris Trajanovski spurned a 
chance that was presented to him by Francis 
gleeles His first time shot ballooned over the 

ar. 

Canberra then had its chance to open the 
scoring when Michael Musitano put Buljan 
through and his lay back found Norman Kelly. 
Kelly decided not to shoot first time and his 
hesitation was enough for the defence to recover. 

With just over 25 minutes gone and a long 
clearance was well handled by Anthony 
Magnacca. After he negotiated his defender a 
delighful ball found Buljan with some space and 
from 20m out he drilled it past Ante Covic to give 
the home side the lead, 

Marconi then pushed forward for the equaliser. 
First a free kick by Viado Zoric found Marcus 


(74 As: team is one that can play for 


to Buljan which needed a last minute tackle by 
Dominic Longo and then himself, put through by 
Doug Marcina, beat his man but was out-muscled 
just before he could shoot. 

Just under twenty minutes into the second half 

and a long cross ball from Brendan Renaud was 
good enough to go over Danny Burt's head. 
Trajanovski brough the ball down with ease, 
headed for goal and chipped the advancing 
keeper. 
Fifteen minutes later Trajanovski again had a 
chance to double the margin when Danny 
Invincible swept through the defence and layed off 
the ball, but Kris’ shot was just over the bar. 

Marconi now started to settle in for the win and 
on the odd occasion went forward, but Canberra 
could not produce the ball needed to release one 
of their forwards losing it in midfield more often 
than not. 

Marconi coach Frank Farina was pleased with 
his team in patches but still felt that a few of his 
players were not playing to their potential, He said 
that he was happy with the three points and that 
other teams will find it hard here in Canberra. 

Rale was very unhappy with the fact that his 
team got killed by the ball to the far post. Rale 
said “we conceded kindergarten goals", and he 
also felt that the team morale went down after the 
first goal. 


WEEK 3 
24-26 OCTOBER 


ADELAIDE CITY 
Mori 25, 59, Mennillo 43 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 0 
At Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 


By Rob Pepicelli 


delaide City Zebras are back on 

track after a convincing 3-0 winners 

against the badly out of form 
Melbourne Knights. 

Damian Mori scoring a brace with Dino 
Mennillo grabbing the other goal. 

Coach Zoran Matic had to go into the game 
without midfielder Bradley Hassell due to a 
back injury. Into the starting line-up went Mark 
Yates at stopper with captain Alex Tobin going 


into the sweeper roll giving Korean import’ 


Dungi Kim a chance to play in an attacking 
midfield position. 

So Hassell's injury was a blessing in disguise 
for Zoran Matic as Adelaide City dominated 
throughout the match. 

Carl Veart started to find his feet with some 
telling runs playing just behind the two front 
runners in Damian Mori and Dino Mennillo. 

Veart after a good ball from Carlo Tallaidira 
chested the ball down to the running Damian 
Mori to net in his 111th goal in the Ericsson 
Cup, from 12 metres, out in the 25th minute to 
put Adelaide City 1-0 up. 

Tom Pondeljak had a chance to equalise 
soon after in the 30th minute when he shrugged 


off a tackle from Angelo Costanzo, got into the 
box but was denied by Jason Petkovic. 
Adelaide City made it 2-0 when a good ball by 
young impressive player David Terminello 
found the chest of Dino Mennillo inside the box 
to slam it pass goalkeeper Martin John with just 
two minutes left in the half. 

Second half saw the Melbourne Knights try to 
lift with Pondeljak, Sonny Sevin and captain 
Ante Kovacevie trying to get the Knights back 
into the game. 

But in the 51st minute mark, Melbourne 
Knights were reduced to 10 men when Zelko 
Susa received his marching orders after 
receiving his second bookable offence. 

Carlo Talladira, after being out of the game 
last season, had a chance to make it 3-0 in the 
52nd minute when a shot from 25 metres out 
was well saved by Martin John. 

Damian Mori sealed the game for Adelaide 
City when a great through ball with the outside 
of the foot by Dino Mennillo found him, and with 
just the keeper to beat, he made no mistake to 
make it 3-0 in the 59th minute. 

Melbourne Knights had a chance to pull one 
back when in the 70th minute Tom Pondeljak, 
collecting the ball from over the centre of the 
ground, ran pass two players only to see his 
shot well palmed over the bar by Jason 
Petkovic. 

Melbourne Knights coach Vid Horvat has 
certainly a big job ahead of him to get this once 
powerful club back being a force. 

Zoran Matic must have been pleased to 
finally pick up their first win of the season and 
with Milan Ivanovic and Brad Hassell still to 
come back into the squad, Adelaide City can 
look forward to a better season. 


PASCOE VALE 


SPorTSCEN SporTSCEeNn 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SoccER __P*Ud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/Soccer Weekly 
Player of the Year’ Award 

403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 

HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR PLUS CLUB 
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National Youth League 


By Roy Hay 


Southern Division 


Round Three 
Sunday 25 October 1998 

South Melbourne - 1 Bulleen Inter Kings 0 
(Andrew Mashoian) 
Carlton 0 = Melbourne Knights 3 

(Hrvoje Matkovic, James Kasikakis, 

‘own goal) 
Gippsland Falcons 1 Victorian Institute of Sport 3 


(Alex Halikias) 


Albury Wodonga v Bye 


(John Cvetanovski, George Pantelidis, 
Naum Sekulovski) 


League Ladder 


Ww 
VIS 

Bullen Inter 
Carlton 

Melbourne Knights 
Gippsland Falcons 
South Melbourne 
Albury Wodonga 
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SOUTHERN DIVISION 


Mituse Knights surprised Carlton by winning 
by three goals to nil at Optus Oval in Round 3. 
The hero was Knights’ keeper Tony Cizmadija whose 
peerless effort in goals broke the hearts of the Carlton 
forwards, especially Joyanco Novacevski who should 
at least have had a hat-trick, 

At the other end Adrian Cagalj was in equally fine 
form, but had no chance with any of the three goals. 

Ina tight match at Lakeside South Melbourne got 
its first win for the season by a single goal against 
Bulleen Inter. Once again two keepers were the stars, 
with Chris Jones for the Blues and Sasha Bulut for 
Bulleen bringing off a string of excellent saves, 

The VIS downed Gippsland Falcons by three goals 
to one at Mobil Stadium. After an even first half in 
which George Pantelidis opened for the VIS coming in 
at the back post on 28 minutes and Andrew Halikias 
equalised for the Falcons on 41 minutes, the VIS 
powered away. 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


ewcastle Breakers went top of the Northern ladder 
with a third win in the three games, this time by 
four goals to one away to Sydney Olympic Academy. 


occooco cd 
mpraassor 
onawnaonn 
on ervnon=> 
cevvvsong 


Tony Bauer started the scoring for the Breakers 
after six minutes, but John Dia equalised four minutes 
later, Bauer got a second on the half-hour and 
completed his hat-trick two minutes into the second 
half, 

Substitute Shane Groen added a fourth soon after 
coming on in 80 minutes. 

In the Colts derby Northern Spirit beat Wollongong 
Wolves by seven goals to nil, : 

Sydney Olympic finally managed to get the ball in 
the net to beat Sydney United by three goals to one, 
but coach Peter Papanikitas is still convinced that his 
team are going score a barrowload one day. Nick 
Carle opened the scoring, followed by a goal from Jim 
Bakis. Carlos Gonzalez took the third. For United Joe 
Moric was the long goalscorer. 

Marconi Fairfield had a nine-one romp against a 
plucky ACT Academy side. After Mark Haggar has 
started proceedings with a goal in seven minutes, 
Chad Gibson made it two in 13, then Joe Bruni scored 
his first on 20 minutes. Haggar and Bruni went on to 
‘complete hat-tricks in normal time, then Bruni got his 
fourth in injury time and C Rude also 
scored in time added on. Matthew 
Julienne’s penalty after 26 minutes was 
the bright spot for the Academy. 


“Marconi Fairfield Colts 


Northern Division 


Round Three 
Saturday 24 October 1998 
QAS 6 Sydney United Colts 1 
(Morgan Cawley 2, Shane Smeltz, (Goce Trajkovski) 


Chris Field, Alan Cameron, Darryl Hathaway) 


AIS 5 Northern Spirit 1 
Northern Spirit Colts 7 — Wollongong Wolves Colts 0 
(Ryan Griffiths 3, Colin Walker, Nathaniel George, 
Paul Johnson, lain Church) 
Sydney United 1 Sydney Olympic 3 
(Joe Moric) (Nick Carle, Jim Bakis, 
Carlos Gonzalez) 

Sunday 25 October 1998 
Sydney Olympic Academy 1 Newcastle Breakers 4 
(John Dia) (Tony Bauer 3, Shane Groen) 
ACTAS 1 Marconi Fairfield 9 


(Matthew Julienne) (Joe Bruni 4, Mark Haggar 3, 


Chad Gibson, C Rude) 


Marconi Fairfield Colts v NSWIS 


(Marconi Stadium, to be arranged) Bye v Wollongong Wolves 


League Ladder 


Pts 
Newcastle Breakers 
QAS 

AIS 

Northern Spirit 
Northern Spirit Colts 
Marconi Fairfield 
Sydney Olympic 
ACTAS 


Sydney Olympic Academy 
Sydney United 
Wollongong Wolves Colts 
NSWIS 

Wollongong Wolves 
Sydney United Colts 
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Sutherland Shire Junior 


Soccer Football Association Incorporated 


THE ASSOCIATION WANTS TO DEVELOP YOUNG SOCCER PLAYERS 
WHO DREAM OF ONE DAY PLAYING FOR THE SOCCEROOS 


Coaches, including ex-Socceroos John and Michael O’Shea and 1996 State League 


Coach of the Year Peter Terry, will be conducting 


Super Youth League Trials at Batés Drive Soccer-Complex, Bates Drive, Kareela 


13 Years — Tuesday 27th October and 3rd November 
14 Years — Wednesday 28th October and'4th November 
15 Years —. Thursday 29th October and 5th November 
16 Years — Friday 30th October and 6th November 
Trials commence at 5.30pm 

also 


SUTHERLAND SHIRE SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 


Will be conducting trials for 
Super League at Seymour Shaw Park, The Boulevarde, Miranda 
U18s and U21s — Tuesday 3rd November 6.30pm 
1st Grade — Wednesday 4th November 6.30pm 


Any Enquiries PLEASE CONTACT 
Association Office — 9542-3577 
Tom Hill (Secretary) — 0418 269 943 
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Australian Features 


Let's Samba, Let’s 
Rumba, Let’s La Bamba, Let’s Salsa 
down the Copacabana with sombreros on our 
head and ball at our feet, Let's welcome Perth 
Glory’s newly acquired gun spearhead, John 
Markovski. 


Diegos: “John, congratulations on your 
magnificent start to the season. These days 
your looking more like ‘Fabio’ rather than 


‘Plugger’ Lockett. What do you put down as 
being the major reason for your great start to 
the season?” 

Jonesy: “Well I'd love to play like Plugger 


scoring heaps of goals, but basically the difference 
between last season and this season is the intense 
training. It's definitely toned and sharpened me up.” 

Diegos: ‘The fans on the ‘Hill’ in ‘The Shed’ 
at Perth Oval have a reputation for being health 
conscious fanatics. Apparently they only 
consume low fat beer and rice crackers on 
match day. Can you unveil for the ‘Glorious 
Perth Glory Groper’ fans, your secret to 
developing the ideal athletic physique?” 

Jonesy: “Well the fans on the ‘Hill’ are 
magnificent but | must admit they do come in all 
shapes and sizes, I'm sure they are all health 
conscious in their own way.” 

Diegos: “Tell us about Perth Glory’s newly 
appointed East German coach, Bernd Stange. 
They say his ‘No Pain, No Gain’ attitude to pre 
season training sorted the men from the boys 
in the squad, Have you ever trained harder in 


your life’ 

Jonesy: “It was a 
pretty hectic schedule 
during pre-season, 
training three times a 
day. It was pleasing to 
see that everyone in 
the squad was able to 
keep up with the pace 
even though a lot of 
the squad had not 
trained as 
professionals before. 
Bernd implemented a 
tough German training regime and was very happy 
with the way the players coped with it.” 

Diegos: “We all know how Western 
Australians love to party — in that respect you 
would fit in quite well no doubt. Does Bernd 
allow you to mix the business of playing for 
Perth Glory with the 


game in Perth compare with anywhere else in 
Australia?” 

Jonesy: “The major difference that | have 
Noticed is that it is essential that you arrive early to 
the ground or else your going to battle to get in - 
even if you are a player! To be involved in a Grand 
final last year that only attracted 16,000 people and 
then join the Glory, a team 


pleasure of living in 
such an exciting 
soccer state?” 

Jonesy: “Well 
when everybody is 
doing their stuff on the 
park and things are 
going well the coach 
is going to be a little 
bit more lenient. 
Bernd doesn't mind 
what you do off the 
park as long as the 
whole squad is 
consistent on the 
park.” 

Diegos: “We were 
all very emotional 
when you left 
Melbourne during pre season. Perth is a long 
way from mum's cooking and ‘Chasers’ 
Nightclub in Melbourne. * © 
Your mum wants to know whether you are 
looking after yourself?” 

Jonesy: “I'm very lucky that my lovely wife is 
looking after the cooking side of things. As far as 
Chasers nightclub is concerned, there as plenty of 
great nightspots and bars to hit in Perth, so I'm not 
Missing out on too much in that respect.” 

Diegos: “The Four Diegos have calculated 
that you have covered more miles than Alby 
Mangels and the Leyland brothers combined on 
your soccer travels. How does the build up to a 


the world famous club. 

According to Daniel's father, Ezra, the Red 

Devils will view Daniel for the next three to 
four years and if, at 16, he’s still as good 
comparatively, then they will sign him for a 
four-year contract until he is 20, 
‘m very happy about it, I'm definitely 
ooking forward to it and I guess it’s just nice 
to think that one day you may be good enough 
to get to that level, if 1 do it will bea dream 
come true,” said an excited Daniel. 

Tt’s hard to believe that the youngster 
started his goalkeeping career by default and 
has only maintained this position for two and 
half seasons. Luck was wefinitely on his side 


that attracts close to 18,000 
for home games is 
unbelievable. Hopefully we 
can get a finals game over 
here and play at the WACA. 
| think that we would attract 
45,000 without a doubt.” 

Diegos: “Which of your 
team-mates have 
impressed you the 
most?” 

Jonesy: “I think 
everyone is looking really 
good at the moment, 
especially our goalkeeper, 
Danny Milosevic. | was 
lucky enough to play with 

him at Canberra before he 

went overseas to Germany and 
he is looking as rock solid as ever. Our defence: 
has held out really well, not conceding any goals in 
the first two rounds. We have scored a couple up 
front and once we all get used to Berd tactics, | 
think the soccer public will see an even better 
team.” 

Diegos: “The ‘Glory’ have started the season 
on fire, Is this team good enough to go all the 
way?” 

Jonesy: “| think we will make the top six without 
a doubt and with a bit of luck and with the side that 
we have got, we could well finish in the top three.” 

Diegos: “No doubt if you keep on performing, 


even the hard nosed Sandgropers will adopt 
you as one of their own. Have you got a 
message for all the Perth Glory supporters out 
there in the stands?” 

Jonesy: “| think we really have to perform on the 
park. | hope that we can reward our fans for their 
support by bringing a finals game to Perth, that's 
the least that they deserve.” 

Diegos: “Well Jonesy all the best for the 
season. Adios amigos.” 

Jonesy: “Thanks Diegos. My next goal is 
dedicated to you. Ole amigos !" 


part from being great overseas-based goalkeepers, what do 
Bosnich, Kalac and Schwarzer haye in common? Yes that’s 
right they're all Australian. It’s obvious when it comes to 
goalies the Aussies know how fo breed them, and who's to say 
there’s not another star right around the corner ... well actually, 
according to Manchester United , there is: 

They already have their eye on 13-year old Aussie goalie, Daniel 
Solomon. And’who knows, maybe he could be the next kid from down 
under to stop the world’s best strikers. 

Daniel Solomon (right), talented Gladesville-Hofnsby Under 13 
goalkeeper (the feeder club for Northen Spirit) was recently spotted and 
approached by a Manchester United talent scout during training matches at 
Soccer NSW. 

He will take his first steps towards pursuing his bright future at the end of 
this year, when he will travel overseas to-England after being invited to train 
with the Manchester United youth team. 

Ttis there where his Gladesville-Hornsby goalkeeping coach and manager 
of the respected Geronimo Goalkeeping School, Bruno von Castello will 
learn the specific training procedures of Manchester United and then 
continue to teach them to Daniel in Australia. 

Solomon is the only player chosen from Australia and is one of three 
goalkeepers chosen worldwide to be monitored over the next few years by 


inthe Under 4 1s, when he slotted into the goalkeeper pesition at half-tinte. 

He did extremely well to redeem his team, not allowing the opposition to 
ills and talent didn’t go unnoticed that fateful day, 
‘and he was later selected in a special squdd for gifted players, 

The youngsters’ maturity is beyond his years, he has his mind focused on 
being 4 successful soccer player at’any Cost, and doesn't worry about 
8 she may have to make along the-way, 
don’t regret making sacrifices, especially when you look at the 
ouicome and vision where it might take you, it's definitely worthwhile,” 
explained Solomon. 

“Furthermore, he is determined not to let pressure affect him. “There's 
quite a Jot of pressure but I think when you go lo trial it’s better to be relaxed 
because then you play a whole lot better, I guess you’ ve just got to focus”. 

Solomon junior is a dedicated teenager as he manages to juggle both his 
demanding soccer schedule of at least five training sessions a week and at 
the same time attend school, 

“If I work hard I believe T'can do anything, although sometimes it’s very 
tiring, especially when I have to wake up at five or six in the morning (0 
complete my school work and then when I come home I have to go to 
training.” 

He enjoys other sports including running and swimming and has even 
represented Gladesville in Cricket, but as far as his future goes he's destined 


to be the next Peter Schmeichel or Australia’s own Mark Bosnich: two 
favourite goalkeepers with this budding international custodian. 

Well good luck Daniel the future awaits you and the sky's the limit when 
you dream big, especially when you are at the Theatre of Dreams. 
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NEWS * NEWS * NEWS MIDWEEK J-LEAGUE 


lormer FIFA chief Joao Havelange has 

blamed Europe's soccer authorities for 

forcing him to award the 2002 World 

Cup finals jointly to Japan and South 
Korea. 

"It's an error. Which will be the governing 
currency? Who will be responsible for security?” 
Havelange was quoted as saying by the bi-weekly 
magazine France Football. 

"The decision was put forward by the 
Europeans to upset me," said the 84-year-old 
Brazilian, who handed the reins of the world 


* game's governing body to his former general 


secretary Sepp Blatter in June. 

"The teams won't be able to turn up in different 
cities as was the case in France this year," 
Havelange said, "So it's a step backwards." 

But on Wednesday South Korean officials 
defended FIFA's executive committee decision on 
co-hosting. 

"We have known for years that Havelange was 
privately against the co-hosting idea, so his 
comments come as no surprise," a source with the 
2002 organisng committee said on condition of 
anomymity. 

"But in reality, it was a wise idea to allow 
South Korea and Japan — which have a long 
history of unhappy relations — to cooperate to 
share the World Cup as a means of bringing them 
closer together," he added, 

The Japanese Football Association refused to 
comment on Havelange's remarks to the 
magazine, 


eanwhile, the Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) on Thursday announced the 
qualification groups for the Asia Cup 2000 soccer 
tournament to be held in Lebanon, 
Holders Saudi Arabia will automatically qualify 
as will Lebanon as host 


local daily reported that a top Kuwaiti soccer 

club has withdrawn from the Asian Cup 
Winners’ Cup rather than face up to Iraqi 
opponents, 


World Cup Korea 


Hussein Buskander, secretary general of the 


Kazma Sports Club, said that the side had taken | 


the dramatic step after being drawn with the Iraqi 
team Talaba. 

As part of the United Nations resolutions 
adopted eight years ago, Baghdad is required to 
cooperate in the search for some 600 missing 
Kuwaitis, pay war reparations and return all 
looted property. 


Talaba qualified for the quarterfinals on Friday 
with a 2-1 aggregate win over Pas of Iran while 
Kazma beat Saudi team Al-Nasr 4-2 on aggregate. 


nder 19 Asian Youth soccer championship 
results Saturday (Group B): 
Japan 4 (Naohiro Takahara 56, Ryuji Bando 74, 
Masashi Motoyama 86, Junichi Inamoto 93 
(injury time) Qatar 0; 


South Korea 3 (Koo Dae-ryung 3, Chun Jae-ho 


43, Lee 
Dong-gook 63) Iraq 0 


lhe Asian Football Confederation (AFC) lifted 

the international football ban on Thailand and 
Indonesia following the Tiger Cup match in which 
both played to lose, 

But Yusuf Ekodono, the Indonesian player who 
scored an own-goal in the dying minutes to ensure 
‘Thailand would win, has been banned for life, said 
an AFC official. 

Thailand and Indonesia disputed a Tiger Cup 
match in Ho Chi Minh City on August 31 that 
neither wanted to win because both teams were 
anxious to avoid playing the Vietnamese hosts in 
the semifinal. 

Thailand won 3-2 after Ekodono scored an own 
goal in the final minute, kicking the ball into his 


tsushi Yanagisawa scored twice to give 
Kashima Antlers a 3-2 win over Urawa 
Red Diamonds in the J-League on 
Wednesday. 

The Antlers conceded two late goals to see. a 2-0 lead 
fizzle out, but Yanagisawa needed only one minute of 
sudden death extra-time to head home his second goal 
of the day from a Bismarck comer kick, 

‘T was determined to score today since I was given a 
rare chance,' said Yanagisawa, who played the full 
period for the first time in eight matches because 
Brazilian Mazinho was sidelined with a two-game 
suspension. 

"We were concentrating really well on winning this 
game. T hope we can keep the momentum on our side,’ 


| added the 21-year-old forward. 


| finals, 


| score, 


own net, "The AFC was deeply shocked by such a | 


farcical match," said AFC general secretary Peter 
Velappan at the time, 

"It was deliberately fixed to bring serious 
disrepute to Asian football,” he added announcing 
a suspension from international competition while 
an inquiry was completed, 

Both teams were initially fined $40,000. Amid 
a public outery over Thailand's bizarre 
performance, team manager Thirachai Wutthitham 
also resigned. 

Indonesia have already announced that they are 
pulling out of the Asian Games soccer element. 


Tt was the Antlers’ eighth straight win and it keeps 
them on top spot with 28 points after 10 wins and two 
defeats, one point above Jubilo Iwata and four above 
Shimizu S-Pulse and the Red Diamonds, 

‘The J-League's top goal scorer Masashi Nakayama, 
the only Japanese player to score in the World Cup 
finals, scored his 30th and 31st goals of the season to 
lead Jubilo to a 6-1 win — condemning Avispa 


asashi Nakayama tied a 

league record of 32 goals in 

one season to lead Jubilo 
Iwata to a 6-1 victory over 
Consadole Sapporo in J-League 
action on Saturday. 

Nakayama, the only Japanese 
goal scorer in the World Cup 
opened the 
scoring in the 18th 
minute when he calmly 
netted a pass from a 
free kick by Brazilian 
Dunga. 

Dunga added one of 
his own in the 29th 
minute with another 
free kick. 

“I'm glad | was able to 
because my 
target is to score one 
goal in one game. I'm in 
the best position to 
score, so it is important 
for our team that | score," said 
Nakayama. 

“Everybody of our team can 
score a goal. | hope we can keep 
the momentum going." 

It was the second straight game 
in which Jubilo has scored six 
goals. Jubilo Iwata now stand with 
10 wins against three defeats for 
30 points to trail frontrunner 
Kashima Antlers by one point. 


JLEAGUE 


Fukuoka to the relegation playoffs. 

S-Pulse got the better of a tough battle with Nagoya 
Grampus Eight to win 2-0, thanks to Argentine 
midfielder Fernando Nicolas Oliva’s goals in the 38th 
and 58th minutes. 

In other games, Hristo Stoitchkov of Bulgaria, the 
1994 World Cup top goal scorer, put in a dominant 
performance for Kashiwa Reysol in their 1-0 defeat of 
Yokohama Marinos. 

Sanfrecce Hiroshima downed struggling two-time 
champions Verdy Kawasaki 1-0. Aurelio Vidmar of 
Australia scored the only goal of the game in the 46th 
minute. 

Bellmare Hiratsuka won a penalty shootout 4-3 to 
beat Consadole Sapporo after the two teams ended 
regulation time at 2-2, while Yokohama Flugels cruised 
past bottom placers JEF United Ichihara 3-0. 

Vissel Kobe, which also has to take part in the 
playoffs to avoid relegation, defeated Cerezo Osaka 2-0, 
while Gamba Osaka outplayed Kyoto Purple Sanga 3-1, 

Meanwhile, a report coming out of Japan claims that 
star Japanese player Kazu (also known as ‘King Kazu’) 
is ready to move to the US and play in their burgeoning 
Teague the MLS, 


‘J-LEAGUE 


The Antlers defeated Nagoya 
Grampus Eight 1-0 for the club's 
record ninth-straight win. They 
have 11 wins with two defeats. 

Grampus Eight missed its key 
player Dragan Stojkovic of 
Yugoslavia and stayed on the 
defensive until Brazilian Bismarck 

7 produced a pin-point 
pass from a free kick 
for Yutaka Akita to 
finish in the 64th 
minute. 

Fernando Nicolas 
Oliva of Argentina 
struck home twice to 
give Shimizu S-Pulse a 
3-0 win over Bellmare 
Hiratsuka, pushing its 
record to 10-3, they are 
on 27 points. 

In other games, 
Yokohama Marinos 
ended its losing streak 
by beating Gamba Osaka 4-1, while 
Vissel Kobe won its second 
straight game beating Sanfrecce 
Hiroshima 3-2. 

Avispa Fukuoka staged a come- 
from-behind victory in the last six 
minutes when they defeated 
struggling two-time champions 
Verdy Kawasaki 2-1, while Cerezo 
Osaka beat JEF United Ichihara 2- 
0. Matt Bingley plays at JEF. 
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VIDUKA’S 
NIGHTMARE 
ENDS SOON? 


CHAMPIONS’ CUP 


fter a home draw and a heavy loss to 

Olympiakos in its first two games Croatia 

required a positive result from its visit to the 
Portuguese champions Porto. A loss would mean 
almost certain elimination from the Champions 
League quarter finals. Croatia’s captain, Robert 
Prosinecki, was an absentee from the game due to 
injury while coach Miroslav Blazevic left out two 
regulars, Mario Cvitanovic and, Australian interna- 
tional, Mark Viduka. 

With only one goal in a national cup game, Viduka is 
in the midst of a horrible season. His form hasn't been 
helped by the treatment he has been receiving from a 
section of the Croatia fans that have been giving him a 
difficult time during home games. His desire to move to 
another, richer, club hasn't helped neither his form nor 
his relationship with the team’s fans, 

‘The latest news is that Croatia has agreed to release 
him and that, as well as Scottish champions, Celtic, 
there are a number of English Premier League teams 
interested in securing his services. An imminent and 
profitable move, for player and club, seems assured. 

‘The Croatian champions started confidently with a 

well worked moye that ended with Silvio Maric’s shot 
‘on goal being blocked. Unfortunately, that was the 
game’s highlight for the visitors as Porto dominated the 
game. 
In the 18th minute Slovenian international, Zlatko 
Zahovic, produced an excellent cross from the left to 
which Jardel got his head and produced a good reaction 
save from the goal keeper, Drazen Ladic. 

Another cross from Drulovic in the 32nd minute saw 
Ladic misjudge it, leaving an open goal when his 
attempted clearance went straight to Capucho, who 
wasn't able to take advantage of the situation. 

The home crowd didn’t have long to wait for the 
‘opening goal. One minute later, Porto received a free 
kick thirty metres from Ladic's Another Brazilian, 
Doriva, was the designated specialist and he did not let 
his team down. A sweetly struck shot flew past Ladic 
into the top of the goal. 

‘Ten minutes Jater, Jardel dribbled his way into the 
penalty box where his shot was deflected to team mate 
Capucho. Instead of shooting, Capucho crossed the ball 
to the waiting Zahovic, who made no mistake with a 
well struck shot for the second goal. 

Blazevic brought on Mujcin and Sabic in the second 
half but neither had any influence on the game. 

Porto continued its onslaught in the second half and 
was unlucky not to add more than one goal to its tally. 

Their only second half goal was scored in the 75th 
minute when Zahovic went on a solo run straight 
through the Croatia defence. He hurdled Tokic’s 
attempted foul and easily slid the ball past Ladic for his 
second, and the team’s third, goal. 

Viduka was brought on in the 58th minute to replace 
Croatia’s most dangerous player, Maric. Viduka 
showed no improvement to his current uninspired form 
and posed no threat to the Porto defence. 

Amongst a number of other opportunities, the substi- 
tute, Chippo, scored the fourth goal but it was disal- 
lowed for an earlier foul. Porto thoroughly deserved its 
3-0 victory and was best served by two goal hero, 
Zahovic and Doriva. 

On the other hand, Croatia will have to pray for a 
‘major transformation of its performance in its last three 
games to have any hope of qualifying for the quarter 
finals. 


Porto: Kralj, Costa Alemeida, Aloisio, Secretario,| 
Mendes, Doriva, Paulinho, Capucho(Barros 80), 
Drulovic(Oliviera 63), Zahovic(Chippo 90), 
Jardel. 

Croatia: Ladic, Juric, Simic, Tokic, Saric(Sabic| 


46), Rukavina, Jurcic, Jelicic(Mujcin 46), Krznar,| 
Maric(Viduka 58), Sokota 

Scorers: Porto - Doriva 33, Zahovic 43, 75 
Crowd: 25,000 


CUP WINNERS’CUP 


eerenyeen captain Johan Hansma rescued his 

side’s European Cup Winners’ Cup chances 
with an 87th minute goal for a 2-1 victory over 
Varteks Varazdin in the first leg of their second 
round tie, 

‘The first half was a fast moving game in which both 
teams had a number of scoring opportunities, Varteks 
had three opportunities early on when Vonk saved a 
shot from Balajic and then, in the 19th minute, Karic hit 
the post with a header from a cross by Mumlek. The 
third opportunity arrived a minute later when Karic, 
again, was left with a one on one chance with Vonk, 
who saved at the forward’s feet, 

Heerenyeen’s expected danger man, Dennis de 
Noojier, was kept in check by the Varteks’ defence, but 
their captian, Hansma, had the first chance with a twen- 
ty metre free kick that was saved by Solomun. 

Heerenveen had its first second half opportunity in 
the 54th minute when Hansma’s shot hit the upright, 

Three minutes later, in the 57th minute, Dennis de 
Nooijer finally opened the score when the Varteks 
defence failed to clear a Max Houttin shot to record his 
second European goal in only his third match, 

But six minutes later Varteks levelled when Miljenko 
Mumilek hit the net with a well-taken free kick after a 
foul on Sabolcki, 

Sabolcki, who had a fine match, had an opportunity 
just before Heerenyeen’s second goal but luck was not 
on the youngster’s side in this game. 

The match seemed set to end in a draw when 
Hansma attempted a shot from 18 metres and beat goal- 
keeper Ivica Solomun to give Heerenveen a deserved 
win. Having scored an away goal Varteks must be given 

*a chance of causing @ boiloyer in the return game. It 
showed in the first game that it has the game to create 
chances against the Heerenveen defence and its own 
defence held out for a long time. A 1-0 win is not 
improbable. 

In this game, Varteks’ best player was the young star 
in the making Saboicki, with Mumlek playing a good 
Supporting role, Hansma was Heerenveen’s best, and 
man of the match, 


Heerenveen: Vonk, Tevreden, Klompe, Mitrita, 
Radomski, Houttin, Hansma, De Viser, G. de 
Noojier, D, de Noojier, Samardzic, 

Varteks: Solomun, Madunovic, Besek, Balajic, M. 
Posavec, Muzek, Dalic, Mumlek, lvankovic 


(Kastel 70), Sabolcki, Karic, 

Scorers: Heerenveen - D. de Noojier 56, Hansma 
87 Vartkes - Mumlek 63 

Crowd: 12,000. 


NATIONS CUP 


UPDATE 


Group One 
P WL OD F A Pts 
Ghana Myris Oss 51" 3 
Mozambique To Oe 0" ar st 3 
Cameroon 1. 00 eater. 70: 
Eritrea 42.0:-0-le igs 0: 
In Maputo: 
Mozambique ...... 3 Eritrea 1 
In Yaounde: 
Cameroon ........ 4 Ghana 3 
Next matches: 


Ghana vs. Mozambique, Accra, January 23 
Eritrea vs, Cameroon, Asmara, January 28 


P Wel DOF A Pe 
Morocco 1 003 03 
Togo tot, 0 Oe ant 
Guinea TGF Os testo) s2-5i0. 
Sierra Leone TEGO )ae tie 10 S50 
in Casablanca: 
Morocco..........3' Sierra Leone 0 
In Lome: 
Todas: 2 Guinea 0 
Next matches: 


Sierra Leone vs. Togo, Freetown, January 23 
Guinea vs. Morocco, Conakry, January 24 


Group Three 
PWLOD F APt 
Congo de 020s, ta0 98 
WoryCost 1 100 1 038 
Mali dendenOeate= Oe. dis0 
Namibia 10 Ost 0 1.0 
\n Windhoek: 
Namibia... 0 — Congo 1 
In Bamako: 
Mali .. 0 Ivory Coast 1 


Next matches; 
Congo vs. Mali, Pointe Noire, January 24 
Ivory Coast vs. Namibia, Abdijan, January 24 


Group Four 
PWktL OD F A Pts 
Gabon Tee On nU Seas 
South Africa 1 ED A RL: Ge el ORS 
Angola TOs Oi ty = Oiceitsy 0, 
Mauritius ‘he Der Ou 3 ~Merho.0. 
In Johannesburg: 
South Africa....... 1 Angola 0 


In Libreville: 
Mauritius 0 


Angola vs. Gabon, Luanda, January 24 
Mauritius vs. South Attica, Curepipe, January 24 


Group Five 


Burkina Faso 
Nigeria 


tn Ouagadougou: 
Burkina Faso ......0 Nigeria 0 
Next matches: 
Burundi v Senegal, Bujumbura, December 13 


| 


ustapha Khalif and Noureddine Ziyati of Raja 

Casablanca have been banned from two 

African Champions League matches after 
manhandling a referee in Tanzania this month. 

African Football Confederation (CAF) spokesman Dr 
Viken Djizmedjian said Khalif repeatedly pushed Ghanaian 
Alex Quartey and Ziyati spat at him following a 3-3 draw 
with Young Africans. 

CAF could take further action against the Moroccans, 
who were angered by a controversial Tanzanian goal, when 


December. 

Champions League title holders Raja will also be with- 
out star striker Reda Erriyahi for the crucial Group B clash 
with leaders ASEC in Ivory Coast on Sunday. 

Erriyahi, who struck six goals in home and away match- 
es against Young Africas erving an automatic one- 
match ban after being cautioned twice in previous rounds. 

Raja trail ASEC by five points entering the penultimate 
round and must win to keep alive their hopes of becoming 


pts | the competition committee meets in Egypt during 
1 
1 


Group Six the first African champions since 1968 to successfully 
defend the title. 
PWL OD FA Pts ; 

DR Congo Set ee upporters of Ivory Coast club Africa Sports sang and 
Kenya 1+ 0 1 0 4 14 1 |Mdanced the night away after a 3-1 victory over Angolan 
Madagascar 1 0 1.0 4 4 4 | Visitors Premiero Agosto 3-1 in the African Cup-winners: 

Zambia 40 20= 4M colette ea pee a ; 
* The first-leg celebrations two weeks ago may have been 
fniNalrob: premature, however, considering what happened to another 
¥ | team from the West African country in Luanda last week- 

Kenya ......---..1 Madagascar 1 | end, 

In Lusaka: | The national youth team travelled south from Abidjan 
Zambia ..-..--...1__ DRot Congo 1 | with a four-goal lead only to lose the retum match by the 


Next matches: 
Madagascar vs. Zambia, Antananarivo, January 24 
DR Congo vs. Kenya, Kinshasa, January 24 


Group Seven 


same margin after having three players sent off. Angola 
won the penalty shootout. 

Africa Sports will also recall with horror a 5-0 thrashing 
from Premiero in an African Champions League second- 
round tie last year at the massive Citadela Stadium. 

If the Ivorians lose the tie, and a chance to face 
Esperance of Tunisia or Wydad Casablanca of Morocco in 


P WL O F A PIs 
Tunisia 114.0 0 2 1 3 |atwoleg final, they will curse the late goal they conceded 
Uganda 42 ato eam the Felix Houphouet-Boigny Stadium. 
‘Algeria ‘iar ie eek oe Strikes from Gneto Kpassagnon, Yacouba Komara and 
ibe 4 20 ome eee Eric Babou saw Africa Sports comfortably placed soon 
after half-time only for Nsilulu Makele to reduce arrears 
with 14 minutes left. 
In Kampala: Premiero, who failed to pass the first round in three pre- 


Next matches: 
Algeria vs. Tunisia, Algiers, January 22 
Liberia vs. Uganda, Monrovia, January 23 


vious Cup-winners Cup attempts, reached the semifinals by 
scoring 13 goals at home to Notwane of Botswana, Fire 
Brigade of Mauritius and USMA of Algeria. 

Africa Sports are unlikely to collapse easily, though, as 
they boast the only unbeaten record among the survivors, 
including away wins over Agaza of Togo and Dragons 
‘Queme of Benin anda draw with Nkana in Zambia. 

Esperance take a 4-1 lead over Wydad to Casablanca for 
the second part of a North African showdown between for- 
mer winners of the more prestigious African Champions 
Cup. 

Veteran striker Ziad Tlemeani scored twice in Tunis and 
Khaled Badra and Sami Laroussi once for the "Blood and 
Gold,” whose previous appearance 11 years ago ended in a 
final defeat by Gor Mahia of Kenya. 

Wydad slammed four goals past Union Douala of 
Cameroon and six past Costa do Sol of Mozambique in 
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home matches and now confront Tunisia World Cup goal- 
keeper Choksi al-Ouaer. 

Esperance took a similar lead to Cameroon last year for 
a CAF Cup quarterfinal against Cotonsport Garoua only to 
fall three goals behind before a late strike saved the tie. 

Meanwhile Striker Kerryn Jordan scored all four goals 
as Manning Rangers of South Africa clobbered Young 
Africans of Tanzania in Saturday's African Champions’ 
League group B match in Durban. 

The 4-0 win gives Rangers the group lead for the first 
time in the mini-league competition but their closest rival, 
ASEC Abdijan, still has to play on Sunday against Raja 
Casablanca of Morocco in the Ivory Coast capital. 

Jordan, who had missed 1auch of the start of the season 
to injury and suspension, opened the scoring with a solo 
| run in the eighth minute, sprinting down the wing, cutting 
inside and slamming the ball home from a tight angle. 
| His second and third came from headers, taking advan- 


ANOTHER REF 
MANHANDLED 


tage of a static defense. Jordan saved the best for last with a 
rasping shot after Solomuzi Ndimande's initial effort had 
been cleared off the line in the 67th minute. 

‘The four-goal romp increases Rangers’ outside chances 
of finishing on top of the standings and qualifying for the 
final in December. 

But they will have to rely on ASEC stumbling in their 
last two matches. 


ae 

ige! World Cup nad and Turkey" 's Fenerbahce 

defender Uche Okechukwu said Friday he had left the 
national team for "personal reasons." "I want to play only 
for my club and do other personal things after being with 
the national team for years," Okechukwu told Friday Fast 
Track, a BBC Africa Service sports program monitored in 
Lagos. 

In August, Nigeria's Ajax midfielder Sunday Oliseh quit 
the national team, saying he wanted younger players to step 
into his shoes. 

Okechukwu, one of three over-aged players in Nigeria's 
gold-winning team at the 1996 Olympic Games, said his 
decision had nothing to do with "our row over money at the 
France 98 World Cup." 

Players and officials traded insults over money after 
Nigeria was beaten 4-1 by Denmark in the second round of 
the World Cup finals. 


‘ormer Ghanian! international Odartey Lawson has been 

banned for a year by the Ghana Football Association 
(GFA) for hitting a referee. Lawson hit the referee during 
last month's local cup match between Great Olympics and 
All Blacks after he awarded a controversial penalty to All 
Blacks. 

Referee Solomon Yamoah was also banned for six- 
months. A video of the incident showed him striking out at 
Lawson when the player grabbed his shirt, 
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the above then please call Mr Andrew Smymis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 
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HIGUITA HELD 
IN JAIL 


| 
ene Higuita, » former World 6.7) _taly 65.04 t 
Cup goalkeeper for Colombia, 7.(6) Czech Republic 64.43 | 
was held by police for several 8.(8) Yugoslavia 64.19 
hours for possession of a 9.(9) Netherlands 62.71 | 
firearm at Medellin, 500km north east of 10.(11) England 62.16 
Bogota on Wednesday. 11.(10) Mexico 61.76 
According to police, Higuita, whose out- —-*12. (13) Romania 59.81 
field antics contributed to Colombia's 1990 13. (15) Morocco 59.62 
World Cup finals second round defeat to 14.(16) Norway 59.12 
Cameroon, was riding around on a motorcy- 15.(12) Chile 58,69 
cle with a loaded gun. 16.(14) Spain 58.63 | 
The former Real Valladolid star was 17,(17) US. 57.04 | 
released after several hours in police cus- 18.(18) Denmark 55.33 
iodyiafer producing documents showing he (19) South Korea $5.12 | 
was the owner of the weapon, ie a 
japan 4 
FIFA Top 30 Absa 5478 
(September ranking in brackets); Zambia 54,55 | 
Paraguay 54,26 | 
1.(1) Brazil Teall Siyth Sweden 54.05 
points Tunisia 53.88 
2.(2) France 69.01 Colombia 53.05 
3.(3) Germany 67.37 South Africa 52.73 i 
4,(4) Croatia 66.47 Slovakia 52.56 | 
i 
| 


5.(5) Argentina 65.77 30. (32) Saudi Arabia 
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FINALLY SANTOS 
WIN SOMETHING! 


en-man Santos held on grimly for a goal-less draw 
away to Rosario Central to win the South American 
Conmebol Cup — the first time that Pele’s former 
club has won a major trophy in 14 years. Their fans, 


| in true Samba style, celebrated through the night, 


Santos, which was all-conquering when the man often called 
the "Athlete of the Century” played for them in the 1960s, won 
the final 1-0 on aggregate after Wednesday's stalemate to claim 
their first title since the Paulista championship in 1984. 

‘The Brazilians survived despite having midfielder Eduardo 
Marques sent off early in the second half and were greatly 
indebted to goalkeeper Zetti, who made a string of fine saves to 
deny the Argentines. 

Zetti was signed at the end of 1996 following an injury to 
Edinho, the regular goalkeeper at the time. Edinho is now on 
Joan with Brazilian side Ponte Preta. 


Although the Conmebol Cup has never enjoyed the same suc- 
cess as Europe's UEFA Cup, the competition on which it is 
based, a hostile 45,000 crowd packed the stadium hoping to see 
the home side repeat their 1995 triumph. 

Santos were given a hot reception after the first leg two weeks 
ago which saw five players, three of them from Rosario, plus 
Santos coach Emerson Leao sent off. 

In one incident, a Rosario player was left sprawling on the 
ground. 

Last year's final was also marred by violence when a huge 
brawl erupted at the end of the first leg between Argentina's 
Lanus and Brazil's Atletico Mineiro in Buenos Aires, 

Tt was the fifth time a Brazilian side has won the competition 
since it began in 1992, Argentine clubs have won in the other 
two years, 


CHILAVERT BATTLES 


GENERAL 


‘quaring off with opponents comes naturally for world 
renown goalkeeper Jose Luis Chilavert of Paraguay. 
Now, he’s been playing "political futbol” with a con- 
troversial general. 

Chilavert (right) has threatened to sit out next year's Copa 
America in his homeland and even talked of quitting the national 
team — if former General Lino Oviedo isn't replaced as the chief 
organizer of the South American championship. 

“For now, I'm not sure if I will continue with the team," 
Chilavert said after Oviedo's appointment. "I'm very disappoint- 
ed with the selection of Oviedo. Everyone knows he's not exactly 
‘a democrat.” 

A former presidential candidate, Oviedo was jailed last year, 
convicted of trying to overthrow Paraguay's young democracy 
during an April 1996 political crisis, When new President Raul 
‘Cubas overturned the conviction in August, Oviedo went free. 

Cubas, a close friend and Oviedo’s former running mate, 
named him the Copa America coordinator shortly after his con- 
troversial release. 

In volatile Paraguay, few people inspire utright passion or dis- 
dain like the 54-year-old Oviedo — except for perhaps Chilavert 
himself. 

Many see the former general as a holdover from a troubled 
past, when Paraguay had the region's longest running dictator- 
ship. For others, Chilavert is a loudmouth star who plays profes- 
sionally in neighboring Argentina but has a tendency to meddle 
all over. 

“If it was up to me, both of them would stay out of the Copa 
America,” said sales clerk Maria Eugenia Martinez. She called 
Chilavert “arrogant” and Oviedo "a man of broken promises." 

Chilavert is known to fire off opinions with the force of his 
powerful free kicks on everything from opposing players and 
team strategies to politics. He remains, however, one of world 
soccer's undoubted characters, who has even attracted the atten- 
tion of Liverpool. Paraguayan officials insist that losing 
Chilavert, whom many consider the world’s best goalkeeper, 
wouldn't trouble them. 

.. "His decision doesn't worry us because we have three excel- 
lent goalkeepers to replace him,” said Jose Medina, an official 
with the Paraguayan Football League — the national federation. 

Luis Escobar, a truck driv, seconded that emotion, saying if 
Chilavert stays away, it won't make much difference to most 
Paraguayans. 

"He plays in Argentina and almost nobody here has seen him 
play," he said. "If he doesn't come, fine.” 

Oviedo shows no signs of backing down: he joked that if 
Chilavert decides not to wear the country’s red and green jersey, 
‘he just might throw it on. 

“If Chilavert doesn't want to keep playing goalkeeper for 
Paraguay, then I'll play," Oviedo told a crowd in Ciudad del Este 
during a stadium-inspection there. "I don't know why he insists 
on criticizing me.” 

Since his release, Oviedo has returned to the countryside 
where he ran a short-lived presidential campaign. But instead of 
seeking votes, he's pushing Copa America. 

With the tournament tentatively scheduled for July 1-18, offi- 
cials of CONMEBOL, the South American confederation, are 
worried that Paraguay's effort may not come together in time. 

CONMEBOL has threatened to move the tournament to 
Colombia, scheduled to host the tournament in 2001. 

Oviedo has a difficult task: organizers are grappling with a 


Paraguay’s highly underdeveloped infrastructure. 

But Oviedo is only half the goalkeeper's problem with Copa 
America. Chilavert insists the billions of guaranies (millions of 
dollars) needed for the tournament could be better spent rebuild- 
ing one of South America’s poorest countries. 

Paraguay emerged from the 35-year dictatorship of General 
Alfredo Stroessner only a decade ago, but is struggling to raise 
living standards. Per capita income is just over $1,500 annually. 

"Instead of building stadiums, the government should be 
building schools and hospitals to help the poor," said Chilavert, 
sounding like he one day might run for office. 

“There are no hospitals or medicine. These are things they 
should be tending to." 

Meanwhile, Oviedo insists he's not playing politics. In Ciudad 
del Este, he was met by over 600 people, many seeking work on 
stadium renovation projects. 

"My work with the Copa America will be limited to seeing 
that we're able to have good stadiums, roads, and an efficient 
communications system," he said. 

And Oviedo says he'll take credit for Chilavert being able to 
speak his mind. 

"If he talks too much i's because T helped bring liberty and 
democracy to Paraguay," Oviedo boasted, referring to his role in 
the 1989 overthrow of Stroessner. 


Ma Argentina's new national coach Marcelo Bielsa 
said that he could recall Real Madrid midfielder Fernando 
Redondo, previously excluded for refusing to cut his hair. 

Former coach Daniel Passarella, who made plenty of enemies 
during his reign by imposing bans on long hair, earrings and 
homosexuals (these players were not named), quit after his team 
was knocked out in the quarter-finals of the World Cup in 
France. 

Asked whether he would cail up Redondo and Fiorentina 
striker Gabriel Batistuta — Argentina's top scorer in France — 
Bielsa replied blandly: "Redondo and Batistuta both have a good 
enough competitive level to be considered.” 


Champions’ League 
OLYMPIAKOS ARE ON TOP 


6 6 hrillos” (Legends) by nickname and thrillos by nature. 
Olympiakos Piraeus beat injury-plagued Ajax 
‘Amsterdam 1-0 before a roaring 80,000 strong crowd on 
Wednesday to take a surprising three point lead in 

European Champions’ League Group A. 

“Discipline and passion gave us victory,” Olympiakos coach Dusan 
Bajevic told reporters afterwards. “It’s our most important win in the 
Jeague, which gives us hope for qualification.” 

Olympiakos are the only unbeaten side in Group A and now have seven 
points from three matches. Ajax have four, ahead of Porto of Portugal on the 
same tally, 

Greek international striker Alexis Alexandris, who was celebrating his 
birthday on the day, gave the home side the points with a powerful left vol- 
ley in the 38th minute after a pass from midfielder Predrag Djordjevic and 
sending the partisan crowd into a frenzy. 

“We needed to perform superbly in order to defeat the famous Ajax,” 
Alexandris told reporters, - 

“T expected more from my team tonight because my players are used to 
playing in such big stadiums with such crowds but Olympiakos was really, 
really good in the first half,” said Ajax coach Morten Olsen. 

“In the second half it needed to improve our game but my players were 
very nervous, 

Striker Sinica Gogic was the Greeks’ most influential player, well backed 
up by Djordjevic and Vassilis Karapialis. 

‘The Greeks dominated the game from the start with repeated attacks and 
gave the Dutch former European Cup champions few chances of scoring in 
the first half. 

‘They then weathered a brief recovery by the visitors in the second half 
with several saves by international goalkeeper Dimitris Eleftheropoulos. 

Olympiakos missed a chance to go 2-0 up in the 73rd minute when 
Stelios Yannakopoulos hit the post. 

Ajax, without their captain Danny Blind and with several players carrying 
injuries, came closest to equalising with a free kick by Richard Witschge in 
the 57th minute but Eleftheropoulos saved the Greeks once again, 

In the end, it was a fitting win for the Reds who tried their hearts out all 
night and which gives them a real chance of reaching the final eight. 


LENS SAVOUR LUCKY WIN 
OVER PANATHINAIKOS 


Fee champions RC Lens kept their European Champions’ League 
hopes alive on Wednesday by beating Panathinaikos 1-0 thanks to a 
Jate goal from substitute Wagneau Eloi. 

Bloi, who scored twice against Auxerre in the domestic league last week, 
blasted home the winner in the 80th minute off a free-kick from Michael 
Debeve to give his side their first victory in the Buropean Cup. 

Lens drew against Arsenal in their opening game and at Dynamo Kiev 
three weeks ago but the win left them on five points, level with the English 
champions who were held 1-1 by the Ukrainians at Wembley. 

“This victory is very good because if there was a game we deserved to 
win this was the one,” Lens coach Daniel Leclercq said. “Little by little we 
Jearn how to cope with the Champions’ League. We obviously needed these 
three points and I’m proud because we are writing one of the best chapters 
of the club's history,” said Leclercq. 


= 


t : 
B 


‘The French champions, who have never before played in the European 
Cup, proved they were no soft touch when they managed a 1-1 draw in their 
second game in Kiev. “When we entered the competition we were consid- 
ered as the weakest team of the group and being now on five points is unex- 
pected,” Leclercq said. 

“We improve at each outing and even if tonight was not the best match 


my team ever played they showed they 
are strong mentally.” Before raising 
their arms in triumph, the French 
champions often appeared 
clumsy during the first half 
and failed to create an 
‘opportunity to score, 

International Tony 
Vairelles tried nearly 
everything on the left 
wing while striker 
Pascal Nouma, who 
was denied a goal for 
an off-side in the 
35th minute, wasted 
his energy up front. 

After the break, the 
Greeks seemed more 
confident and Brazilian 
Mauro was very close to 
putting the ball into the 
net on a cross from Kostas‘ 
Konstantinidis. In the 65th, 
Leclercq decided to replace disap- 
pointing midfielder Stephane Dalmat by 
Eloi and his decision was rewarded 15 minutes later. 

‘The youthful striker volleyed a freekick from Debeve from 20 metres 
Jeaving no chance to Panathinaikos goalkeeper Josef Wandzik. 

“Bloi is inspired at the moment but it’s also all the team who is doing well 
and it's conforting for the future,” Leclercq said. Lens play their next 
Champions’ league game away in Athens in a fortnight. 


Club Profile: 
OLYMPIAKOS 1998-1999 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


Stadium: Olympic Stadium, Seats: 75,000 Phone: 68.34.050 
‘Team Colors: Red-White 

President: Socrates Kokkalis 

Coach: Dusan Bajevic 

Assistant Coach: Takis Persias 

Captains: Karataidis, Ivic, and Alexandris 

Office Address: Ipsilantou 170 Phone: 42.97.223-7 

Worth: 6 Billion Drachmas 

Press: Michael Morfonios, Aggeliki Arkadi, and Olga Nikolaidou 
‘Trainer: Dimitris Bouroutzikas 

Physical Therapist: Theodoros Balidis 


STATISTICS 


First Division: Olympiakos has had 39 appearances, played 1266 games, 
190 losses, 296 ties, 780 wins, 2400 goals for and 1000 gouls against. 

First Scorer: Olympiakos has the man that nobody has beaten yet. 
Giorgos Sideris is Olympiakos first scorer with 224 goals in his career. It's a 
record that it’s definitely not in any kind of danger from today's Olympiakos 
scorers. 

First in Appearances: One of its active coaches has the most appear- 
ances as a player for Olympiakos. Yiannis Gkaitatzis wore the Olympiakos 
jersey 346 times in his career as a player. 
~ Team Statistics: With 20 wins more Olympiakos wi'l have 800 in his 
history although with 4 more ties he will have 400. 

Player Statistics: Two more appearances from Ilia Ivie will take him to 
100, five for Niniadis, and ten for Giannakopoulos. With one more goal 
Luchiano makes it to “20” two for Djordjevic, three for Giannakopoulos, 
and five for Oforique. 


TRADING . 


Came: Antzas, Luchiano, Poursaitidis, Abague, and Gorgiopoulos 

Left: Varesanovic, Rantos, and Bantovic 

Renewed Contract: Djordjevic, Oforique, Karataidis, Karapialis, and 
Amanatidis 


OLYMPIAKOS 


Championships: 12 
Doubles: 4 
‘Cups: 19 (Finalist 27 times) 


Aj every year this year Olympiakos has its mind set for the title. They 
bought in some good players to add to the quality players thal they had 
from last season. 

They start this championship as the favorites, and Dusan Bajevic has 
almost two full strength teams to choose from. 

President: Socrates Kokkalis 

Coach: Dusan Bajevic 


1 TOHOUROGLOU Kiriakos 
31 ELEFTHEROPOULOS D. 
29 TSENAMO Luici 


DEFENDERS 


3 KARATAIDIS Kiriakos 
5 AMANATIDIS Giorgos 
32 ANATOLAKIS Giorgos 
6 POURSANIDIS Ilias 

25 ANTZAS Paraskevas 
14 MAVROGENIDIS 

34 GIORGIOPOULOS 


MIDFIELDERS 


18 KARAPIALIS Vasilis 
15 PASSALIS Petros 

21 GEORGATOS Grigoris 
11 DIORDGEVIC Prentrag 
4 NINIADIS Andreas 

7 GIANNAKOPOULOS 
17 SFAKIANAKIS Stelios 
8 LUCHIANO De Souza 


- KARTEROULIOTIS Kostas 
ATTAC! 


10 IVIC Ilia 

30 ALEXANDRIS Alexis 
24 OFORIQUE Peter 
9GOGIC Sinisa 

19 POURSAITIDIS 

23 ABAGUE Felix 


AVERAGE AGE: 24.8 


Birthdate Playing 
Since 
8-13-1972 1997 
8-7-1976 1996 
2-7-1980 1997 
7-4-1965 1988 
4-4-1970 1993 
3-16-1974 1997 
5-15-1971 1997 
8-18-1976 1998 
12-23-1976 1997 
8-15-1978 1998 
6-13-1965 1991 
4-10-1974 1994. 
10-31-1972 1996 
8-4-1972, 1996, 
2-10-1971 1996 
3-19-1976 1996, 
3-19-1976 1996 
1998 


8-21-1972 


12-10-1981 


1997 
217-1971 1994 
10-21-1968 1994 
3-21-1980 1997 
10-20-1963 1997 
6-23-1976 1998 
12-5-75, 1998 


Previous 
Team 


Paniliakos 
Proodeftiki 


Kastoria 
Kalamaria 
Traklis 


Aris Dimitris 
Keraisini Stayros 


Larisa 
Edessaikos 
Panahaiki 
Paniliakos 
Ethnikos 
Paniliakos Stelios 
Kavala 

Xanthi 


Er. Asteras 
Ack 
Kalamata 
Anorthosi 
Veroia Savvas 
Al Ali 


SEVEN DAYS IN ITALIA 


Milan because he is unhappy with manager 
Alberto Zaccheroni, French daily L'Equipe 
said, 

"I'm only 25 and I’m looking for a new start. Last sea- 
son T was the one who paid for the poor results of the 
team and I missed the World Cup finals for this reason,” 
said Ba who is to meet Milan deputy chairman Adriano 
Galliani in the near future. 

Ba said he was particularly angry when Zaccheroni 
left him on the bench against Cagliari on Sunday. 

"| learned I was substitute when I read it in the 
papers. I have respect for Zaccheroni and for what he 
does, but he must have the same respect for my job," he 
said. 

Striker George Weah had also said he was unhappy 
with being asked to play on the wing at Milan, Weah 
said he did not want to leaye the club but wanted a solu- 
tion to his problem, 


Fi: striker Ibrahim Ba wants to leave AC 


AN Roma coach Zdenek Zeman pledged to continue 
is campaign against doping in Italian soccer. 

"Lam convinced I am right. I don't like to be regarded 
as a madman and J confirm that a high percentage of 
teams try to boost their performances through external 
aids," Zeman said at a press conference ahead of 
Sunday's match against AC Milan. 

Zeman also expressed confidence in the ability of the 
judicial system to get to grips with the problem. 

Zeman opened up the doping can of worms this sum- 
mer by claiming that doping was widespread in the Serie 
A. 


Aga result of the ensuing scandal, dozens of top play- 
ers have been interviewed and the president of the 
Ttalian National Olympic Committee (CONI), Mario 
Pescante, resigned after it became known that doping 
procedures in Italian sport were badly flawed. 

Heads also rolled at the Italian Sports Doctors 


Federations (FMSI) after irregularities in testing sur- 
faced at its doping laboratory at Acqua Acetosa. 

The disgraced laboratory tested only a fraction of soc- 
cer players’ samples, destroyed results and was widely 
accused of covering up positive tests. As a result it was 
closed down by the IOC earlier this month. 


C Milan coach Alberto Zaccheroni has told three of 
hhis leading players to "run a bit more and talk a bit 
Tess,” in an effort to motivate his squad. 

Zaccheroni, in his first season with Milan after three 
successful years with Udinese, was taken aback by mid- 
week criticism of his tactical methods by George Weah, 
Maurizio Ganz and Ibrahim Ba. 

Responding to complaints that they have been asked 
to play out of their normal positions, Zaccheroni said: 

"Given the two years that Milan have just put in I'd 
have thought it was better (for players) to run a bit more 
and talk a bit less." It’s obviously working as the side is 
now winning again. 


lessandro Del Piero and Nicola Ventola, two of 

the most gifted young talents in Italian soccer, 
have already learned the hard lesson that footballers 
can master their craft but rarely their fate. 

A year ago 20-year-old Ventola, now an Inter 
Milan player, feared for his career after snapping 
knee ligaments, while the in-form Del Piero was 
starting his most successful season for Juventus. 

In a matter of months soccer's gods of fate have 
turned the tables. 

Del Piero, 24, was injured in Juventus's 
Champions’ League final defeat by Real Madrid, had 
a dismal World Cup and found himself the unwitting 
victim of a doping scandal. He has scored just four 
goals in six months. 

By contrast, Ventola scored on his comeback for 
Bari last May before joining Inter in the summer. He 
is now the club's top scorer with seven goals -- a rate 
of one every 50 minutes. 

"T understand now what life's all about. There are 
no dreams, you have to fight to get to the top,” said 
Ventola after scoring one goal and making another 
for Ronaldo in Inter's 2-1 Champions’ League win 
over Spartak Moscow. 

The early careers of Del Piero and Ventola gave 
little evidence of the rollercoaster life of a profes- 
sional footballer. 

Like the Juventus player, Ventola was a soccer 
genius plucked from the church playing fields where 
so many of Italy's footballers start their careers. 

At the age of 20 Del Piero led Juve’s youth team to 
the prestigious Viareggio title, while in 1993-94 
‘Ventola won the national youth league championship 
with Bari. 

Ventola, like Del Piero before him, earned caps at 
under-16, under-18 and under-21 level for the Italian 
national side. 

Both found their feet early in one of the toughest 
leagues in the world -- Del Piero at the age of 18, 


Ventola immediately after his 16th birthday. 

And in a strange twist of fate both fought off the 
competition of Roberto Baggio, formerly of Juventus 
but now with Inter, to earn first-team football at the 
highest level. 

Ventola made his league debut for his home town 
club Bari in 1994. "Without doubt, for his age, I 
never saw anyone like him,” admitted Eugenio 
Faseetti, Bari's respected coach, 

Inter had already placed Ventola under observa- 
tion when he was injured in Bari's match at Empoli 
last November. 

Close friends describe how Ventola came close to 
giving up the game during his long convalesence at a 
Bolognaclinic. Aware of the fagility of a soccer 
career, he continues to study law a the University of 
Bari. 

However, with tremendous strength of character, 
Yentola made a comeback for Bari's final two match- 
es of the season to demonstrate he was still worthy of 
atransfer to Inter. 

Ventola’s physique, techique and pace on the ball 
have led to comparisons with Croat Alen Boksic — 
except, unlike Boksic, Ventola can also score goals. 

Although he started the season as understudy to 
Ronaldo and Ivan Zamorano, Ventola's form has 
forced coach Luigi Simoni to find him a regular place 
next to the Brazilian. 

‘The only concern about the young striker is bum- 
out with Italy Under-21 coach Marco Tardelli sug- 
gesting he stop chasing so many lost causes on the 
pitch. 

Many Italians thought Italy coach Zoff was chas- 
ing a lost cause when he persisted with Del Piero 
against the Swiss earlier this month but his two goals 
proved the talent was still there. 

Del Piero's rapid fall from favour started with a 
hamstring injury in the European Cup final which 
dogged his preparation for the World Cup. 

He never recovered his confidence in France, as 
Cesare Maldini’s decision to persist with the out-of- 
form player rather than Roberto Baggio brought a 
nation’s expectations to bear on young shoulders. 

The abiding image of Italy's World Cup remains 
the sight of Del Piero(above) exchanging handshakes 
with Baggio as he repeatedly trudged off the pitch on 
his way to the substitutes’ bench. 

‘The personal nightmare continued into the summer 
break when AS Roma manager Zdenek Zeman 
claimed doping was practised among Serie A clubs, 
citing Del Piero's increased muscle mass as an exam- 
ple. 

Del Piero took legal action against Zeman but the 
damage was done, When the new season started, the 
Italy player was the victim of terrace chants and his 
form dipped again. 

"{ will usually beat my marker eight times out of 
10. Right now I can manage two in 10," he said 
recently. 


nd finally, an unconfirmed report coming out of 
Italy yesterday made the claim that a referee has 
alleged that a person connected with the Empoli club 
had offered him a bribe before the weekend game 
against Sampdoria in the Serie A. Empoli will no 
doubt fight to clear their name. 
This and other stories will be followed closely in 
the Italian press over this next seven days in Italia, 
see you next week for more news ... 
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DINO BAGGIO 


INCIDENT: WAS IT A KNIFE? 


the crowd during a UEFA Cup game but 
denied the Italian was injured by a knife. 

However, pictures broadcast by Italian state television, 
RAI, showed it was almost certainly a switchblade knife 
that struck Baggio on the head during Tuesday's 1-1 UEFA 
Cup draw last week. 

“During the game we didn't notice any incident that 
would justify the reaction of the Italian press and televi- 
sion," Ludwik Mietty-Mikolajewicz, president of the south- 
em Polish club, told a news conference. 

Slow motion pictures on RA! showed the "knife" hitting 
Baggio on the head and the swift intervention of Wisla's 
Ryszard Czerwiek. He picked up the object and threw it 
back into the crowd before Parma defender Fabio 
Cannavaro could claim it. 

The incident occurred 10 minutes from the end of the 
match when Romanian referee Marcel Lica stopped play to 
award a free kick and book Parma's Diego Fuser and 
Wisla's Grezgorz Kaliciak. 

Following treatment on the sidelines, Baggio felt well 
enough to return to the pitch. The stitches were inserted 
after the game, Italian media reports said. 

Parma officials were not available for comment on 
Wednesday but,.so far, the club has not formally com- 
plained either to Wisla or UEFA, European soccer's ruling 


isla Krakow said that Parma’s Dino Baggio 
was struck by a metal object thrown from 


Mietty-Mikolajewicz, however, said an unofficial com- 
plaint had been lodged by Parma with UEFA after the first 
leg match. 

"There is talk of Baggio receiving five stitches but | don't 
know where that came from because the player returned 
straight to the match,” said Mietty-Mikolajewicz. 

Wisla Krakow officials were shocked by the initial claims 
of a knife attack, because no such incident was described 
in the match report by the visiting UEFA official. 

The club president said no incident was seen from the 
VIP box where he and Parma officials sat, and nothing was 
mentioned in either dressing room after the game. 

The club has questioned security guards and players, 
and reviewed tapes of the game to determine what hap- 
pened, a spokesman said. He also questioned the reasons 
for Parma's complaint. 

“In my opinion the fact that Parma failed to win a game 
with a central European team required something sensa- 
tional to divert attention," said Maciej Bobr. 


Emeric lenei, former coach of Romania and Hungary, 
said on Wednesday he would sign a 20-month contract to 
be manager of Romanian champions Steaua Bucharest. 

“All the details of a 20-month contract as Steaua's coach 
are settled and we'll sign the document on Thursday," lenei 
told Reuters from the Black Sea port city of Constanta. 

lenei, currently the Romanian Soccer Federation's tech- 
nical director, did not disclose any details of the contract, 
Sources close to Steaua said the deal would be worth 
about $85,000. 

lenei, 61, led Steaua in 1986 to the European Cup and 
helped Romania qualify for the 1990 World Cup finals in 
Italy. He also trained Hungary's national team in 1991-92. 


lerder Bremen, last in the Bundesliga standings, 
sacked coach Wolfgang Sidka and replaced him with 
Felix Magath. 

Magath, a former German international, signed a con- 
tract until 2000, the club said in a statement. 

Sidka, 44, had coached Bremen since September 1997. 
He came under fire after the 1992 Cup Winners' Cup 
champions made their worst league start in 30 years. 

Bremen, who have only four points after eight games, 
restored some pride with a 1-1 draw at home to Olympique: 
Marseille in a UEFA Cup first leg tie on Tuesday, 

Magath, 45, led Nuremberg back to the second division 
last season but quit shortly before the start of the current 
campaign over a row with club president Michael Roth, 

"Werder Bremen is one of the Bundesliga teams with the 
most solid management," Magath told a news conference. 
“| am convinced that they will soon fight their way up the 
table." 

Bremen have won the German title three times, Their 
last two crowns, in 1988 and 1993, as well as their 1992 
Cup Winners' Cup success, came under Otto Rehhagel, 
now with champions Kaiserslautern, 

Magath will make his debut as Bremen coach away to 
Hamburg SV on Saturday. Magath played for Hamburg for 
10 years, from 1976 to 1986, scoring the only goal in their 
European Cup final victory over Juventus in 1983. He was 
teammates with Kevin Keegan during this time. 

A gifted midfielder, Magath won 43 caps for West 
Germany and was a member of the 1982 and 1986 World 
Cup squads which both lost in the final. Magath played in 
only the 1986 final, 


UEFA CUP 


SECOND RouND, First Lec 


Bologna (Italy)...... 

Celta de Vigo (Spain) .. 
Dynamo Moscow (Russia) 
Glasgow Celtic (Scotland) 
Grasshoppers Zurich (Switzerland) 
Grazer AK (Austria) 

Liverpool (England) 

Red Star Belgrade (Yugoslavia) 
AS Roma (Italy) . 

CSKA Sofia (Bulgaria) . 

VfB Stuttgart (Germany) . 
Werder Bremen (Germany) 
Wisla Krakow (Poland) . .. 
Willem Il Tilburg (Netherlands) . 
Vitesse (Netherlands) 


Slavia Prague (Czech Republic) .. 
Aston Villa (England) 

Real Sociedad (Spain) 

FC Zurich (Switzerland) . 
Fiorentina (Italy) .... 

AS Monaco (France) 
Valencia (Spain) 

Lyon (France) .. 

Leeds (England) 

Atletico de Madrid (Spain) .. 
Club Brugges (Belgium) .... 
Olympique Marseille (France) 
Parma (Italy) 

Real Betis (Spain) 

Bordeaux (France) .. 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 


Group A 
Pa W Desk. -F ~A- (Pts 
Olympiakos (Greece) iS ORS Si) rae Jae 
Porto (Portugal) cenit f-- Ged A 
Ajax (Netherlands) Sammi iemees ee tis .D- Dn ok 
Croati (Croatia) Sie Opomite 2 OL baat 
Previous Results: 
Porto (Portugal) ..... p Olympiakos Piraeus (Greece) .. .2 
Croatia Zagreb (Croatia) ABs Amsterdam (Netherlands) . .0 
Ajax Amsterdam . 2 4 
Olympiakos .. 2 a Zagreb 0 
Olympiakos 1 Ajax Amsterdam . 0 
Porto 3 Croatia Zagreb .. ~0 
November 4 
Olympiakos Piraeus at Ajax Amsterdam 
Porto at Croatia Zagreb 
November 25 
Porto at Olympiakos Piraeus 
Croatia Zagreb at Ajax Amsterdam 
December 9 
Ajax Amsterdam at Porto 
Olympiakos Piraeus at Croatia Zagreb 
Group B 
WESID Se tS FER ASIPts 
Rosenborg (Norway) OM ee A0We ioe 2a 36 
Galatasaray (Turkey) CP A Petes 6S A, 
Juventus (Italy) SOG aD egg 9) 
Athletic Bilbao (Spain) ihe eee! Aner agieno 


Previous Results: 


Athletic Bilbao (Spain) . Rosenborg Trondheim AG 4 


Juventus (Italy) . 2 Galatasaray (Turkey) . . 

Galatasaray . 2 Athletic Bilbao . 

Rosenborg 1 Juventus ... 

Rosenborg . . 3 Galatasaray . 

Athletic Bilbao . Juventus ... 
November 4 


Rosenborg Trondheim at Galatasaray 
Athletic Bilbao at Juventus 
November 25 
Athletic Bilbao at Rosenborg Trondheim 
Juventus at Galatasaray 
December 9 
Galatasaray at Athletic Bilbao 
Rosenborg Trondheim at Juventus 


Group € 
W DL F A Pts 
Real Madrid (Spain) eo 1 ee 
Spartak Moscow (Russia) Wea Tel ey ad one = 
Inter Milan (Italy) Bie 2 Oar Orem, 
Sturm Graz (Austria) Se 000 Oe = B06 
Preyon Results: 


Real Madrid (Spain) .. 


Inter Milan (Italy) ...... 
Sturm Graz (Austria) . 


‘Spartak Moscow (Russia) . 


Spartak Moscow 2 Real Madrid 4 

Inter Milan 1 SturmGraz .. 0 

Inter Milan .2 Spartak Moscow a 

Real Madri 6 SturmGraz .... ef 
November 4 


Inter Milan at Spartak Moscow 
Real Madrid at Sturm Graz 
November 25 
Real Madrid at Inter Milan 
‘Sturm Graz at Spartak Moscow 
December 9 
‘Spartak Moscow at Real Madrid 
Inter Milan at Sturm Graz 


Group D 
Be We DSL FCA. {Pts 
Man Utd (England) Sie dat. 2 an Oe 7 oes 
Barcelona (Spain) ab; Jt ae a ReAme 
Bayern Munich (Germany) Silgtsl so Tice erdreaes a 
Brondby (Denmark) tae Mae Wie 2 al: a i 


Erssious Results: 
Brondby (Denmark) ...... . Bayern Munich (Germany) ..... 1 
Manchester Utd (England) . 3 Barcelona (Spain) . 
Barcelona Bi 


Bayern Munich D Manchester Utd . 
Bayern Munich 1 Barcelona . 
Brondby ... .2 Manchester U! 


Arsenal (England) 


Panathinaikos (Greece) 
Dyamo Kiev (Ukraine) 


November 4 
Bayern Munich at Barcelona 
Brondby at Manchester United 
November 25 
Brondby at Bayern Munich 
Manchester United at Barrel 
December 
Barcelona at Broby 
Bayern Munich at Manchester United 


Group E 


ponng 
“=nroor 


Previous Results: 


RC Lens (France) ........ Arsenal (England) , 
Panathinaikos (Greece) 


Dynamo Kiev 
-.1 Panathinaikos 


November 4 
Arsenal at Dynamo Kiev 
RC Lens at Panathinaikos 
November 25 
RC Lens at Arsenal 
Panathinaikos at Dynamo Kiev 


ewonn 


Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine) 
pind Panathinaikos . 


December 9 
Dynamo Kiev at RC Lens 
Arsenal at Panathinaikos 


Group F 
We DEL Fay Pts 
Kaiserslautern (Germany) Suey eee i Aaa Wi | 
HJK Helsinki (Finland) CTT Nees |e Pa Fee 
PSV Eindhoven (Netherlands) 3 1 #0 2 4 5 3 
Benfica (Portugal) Seog OL iea roe rane 


Previous Results: 
PSV Eindhoven (ehedands)2 HJK Helsinki (Finland) . . 
Kaiserslautern (ormeny) Benfica (Portugal) . 
Benfica . PSV Eindhoven , 
HJK Helsinki Kaiserslautern 
HJK Helsinki. . Benfica ..... 
PSV Eindhoven . Kaiserslautern . . 


Livbivis 
Room oUu 


November 4 
HJK Helsinki at Benfica 
PSV Eindhoven at Kaiserslautern 


November 25 
PSV Eindhoven at HJK Helsinki 
Kaiserslautem at Benfica 


December 9 
Benfica at PSV Eindhoven 
HJK Helsinki at Kaiserslautern 
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tefan Effenberg made the right headlines for a change, scoring the 
goal just before halftime which enabled Bayern Munich to beat 
Barcelona 1-0 and keep alive their hopes of reaching the quarter- 
finals of the European Cup. 

Effenberg struck from close range in the 45th minute to give the German 
league leaders their first win in Group D, arguably the toughest of the 
Champions’ League. 

Afier losing to Brondby and drawing with Manchester United, Bayern need- 
ed a win to stay in contention in a competition they have not won since the last 
of three consecutive triumphs in 1976, 

‘The home side were clearly the better team in the first half and squandered 
several clear chances before Effenberg’s goal. 

Barcelona, European Cup champions in 1992, put pressure on their hosts 
after the interval and came close to equalising when a shot from Brazilian strik- 
er Sonny Anderson bounced off the top of the crossbar with five minutes 
Temaining. 

Bayem could have had a dream start when midfielder Mario Basler found 
himself free in front of goal just seconds into the match, But Barcelona's Dutch 
goalkeeper Ruud Hesp blocked his effort from 10 metres. 

The Germans kept pushing forward and six minutes later Brazilian striker 
Elber raced into the box, only to lose his duel with Hesp. 

‘The Bavarians earned another chance in the 21st minute with a shot from 
just outside the penalty area by Bosnian midfielder Hasan Salihamidzic. 

Relying on counter-attacks, the visitors were really dangerous just once 
before the break when Anderson hit the back of the net in the 31st minute, only 
to be ruled offside. 

Barcelona dominated the game in the second half and the Bayern defence, 
weakened by the absence of suspended Lothar Matthaeus and injured Thomas 
Helmer, looked shaky at times. 

Bayern goalkeeper Oliver Kahn played his part with brilliant saves, notably 
from a shot by Rivaldo in the 66th minute and an effort by fellow Brazilian 
Giovanni nine minutes later. 

“We should have taken the lead much earlier,” Bayern coach Ottmar 
Hitzfeld said, 

“When you waste that many chances you then get nervous’ and that’s what 
happened, The only thing that matters is that we've won but we can’t afford to 
keep wasting opportunities like that.” 

Barcelona coach Louis van Gaal, whose men conceded their first defeat in 
this season's competition, did not sound alarmed. 

“We still stand a strong chance,” he said. “We saw two totally different 
halves, Bayern were on top of us in the first but in the second we had more 
chances and could have levelled.” 

Barcelona and Bayern both have four points from three Champions’ League 
games and are one point behind leaders Manchester United who crushed 
Brondby 6-2. 


tar Norwegian striker Sigurd Rushfeldt notched a late hat trick as 

Rosenborg Trondheim crushed Galatasaray 3-0 in their Champions’ League 
Group B match. 

Galatasaray’s defences collapsed late in the game with Rushfeldt knocking 
in three in the last 22 minutes after an evenly fought game with few major 
chances, 

The victory puts Rosenborg top of the group, which also comprises 
Juventus, last year’s losing European Cup finalists, and Athletic Bilbao. 
Rosenborg have five points from three games with Turkey's Galatasaray sec- 
ond on four. 

“Thad a lot of fun,” said Rushfeldt, the top scorer in the Norwegian league 
with 27 goals from 25 games, “We began well but had a bad period in the mid- 
dle. It was pretty even until the last half hour and then we took control.” 

Rushfeldt scored his first by dribbling past three defenders and screwing a 
right-foot shot past Galatasaray's Brazilian goalkeeper Claudio Taffarel in the 
68th minute, 

He scored again from short range after latching onto a rebound in a goal- 
mouth scramble four minutes from time. In the final seconds, he calmly 
knocked the ball through Taffarel’s legs from close range. 

“I don't think I'd have done that at 0-0,” he said of his last goal, when he 
waited until the last second as Taffarel came out trying to close down 
Rushfeldt’s shooting angle. 

Rosenborg has dismissed reports that Rushfeldt is about to move, for 
instance to English Premier League team Arsenal, saying that he is not for sale, 

Galatasaray's best chance was halfway through the first half. Okan Buruk 
made a strong header that Rosenborg’s Icelandic goalkeeper Arni Gautur 
Arason just managed to turn around the post. 

Apart from that attempt, neither attack had looked a big threat until 


Rushfeldt’s first goal. Late in the second half, Vedat Inceefe of Galatasaray 
was sent off after picking up two yellow cards for two dangerous tackles. 


|Site Champions’ League novices HJK Helsinki of Finland stunned 
mice mighty Benfica of Portugal 2-0 in their Group F match. 

The Finns, cheered on by a record 25,000-strong crowd in near freezing 
temperatures at the Olympic stadium, did a lap of honour after what was proba- 
bly the greatest night in the country’s club football. 

HK coach Anti Muurrinen was exuberant at his team’s remarkable achieve- 
ment in beating one of the continent's biggest soccer names, albeit faded giants 
these days, who won the European Cup in 1961 and 1962. 

“Even though I usually talk quite a lot, today I’m speechless,” he said. 

“T've never experienced anything like that and it is a source of great pride 
for Finnish football.” 

‘The home side took the lead through a Mika Lehkosua penalty in the 19th 
minute after a foul on striker Mika Kotila in the Benfica area and then pushed 
forward relentlessly. 

Their efforts were rewarded in the 68th minute when Xotila doubled the 
hosts" lead with a diving header from a comer, sealing Benfica’s fate, 

Benfica’s Scottish coach Graeme Souness, who won the cup with Liverpool 
in 1984 and who made a flurry of substitutions in the second half, was visibly 
frustrated with his side's humiliation, 

“We lost the game tonight because of two stupid goals,” be said afterwards. 

Souness defended his surprising decision to start without Czech internation 
al Karel Poborsky. 

“We feel that away from home he doesn’t do enough defensively,” he said, 

‘The Czech eventually came on for the final 30 minutes when his attacking 
ne ‘were very much needed but he was disappointing as HJK’s defence held 
tight. 

HJK and Benfica are now poised for a rematch in Lisbon in two-weeks time. 

‘The unsung Finns now have a surprising four points from three matches and 
are in second place in the group, trailing group leaders Kaiserslautern with 
seven points, u 

Benfica were meanwhile struggling at the bottom of the table with Dutch 
side PSV Eindhoven on three points each, 


R® Madrid got back into Champions’ League contention in some style, 
coming back from a shock early goal to notch a 6-1 win over Sturm Graz 
in their Group C match. 

The European champions, who had slipped to a 2-1 defeat to Spartak 
Moscow in their last game, were caught cold again in a deserted Santiago 
Bernabeu stadium as the Austrian side went ahead on eight minutes through 
their captain Vastic Ivica. 

But they turned the game around in spectacular style, drawing level through 
Brazilian winger Savio and taking the lead through Raul on 22 minutes. 

‘The Austrians stayed in touch until half time but thereafter the game became 
4 stroll for Guus Hiddink’s side. 

Robert Jarni added a second-half double, either side of an own goal from 
Ranko Popovic, and Savio finished off with a header in the final minute. 

Hiddink was clearly delighted with the result — but was dissatisfied with 
the poor start. 

“Clearly, to win 6-1 is a great result but I can't say I was happy with the way 
we started,” said the Dutch coach, 

“We made life very difficult for ourselves in the first phase. I was definitely 
worried.” 

In fact Real almost made the perfect start as a mistake from Sturm keeper 
Kazimierz Sidorezuk spilled the ball to Raul inside the six-yard box. 

‘The Spanish international was slow to react, though, and the Sturm defence 
bundled the ball away for a comer. 

Rau! did better in Real's next attack, shimmying past a couple of defenders 
and creating a clear opening only to scuff his shot when well placed. 

And the Austrians made Real pay for those mistakes as they took a deserved 
Jead thanks to a delightful piece of skill from Markus Schupp. 

The 32-year-old midfielder, finding himself closely marked in the penalty 
area, dinked a back-heel through to Vastic, who turned the ball past a bemused 
Bodo Iilgner. 

The Real Madrid response was swift. Yugoslav international Predrag 
Mijatovic found some space on the left and drifted over a cross that just evaded 
the last Sturm defender, 

Savio, waiting at the far post, took the ball on his chest and drove home on 
the half-volley. 

Sturm came back strongly and might have retaken the lead as Markus 
‘Schopp’s cross gave Mario Posch a clear header which he smacked against the 
bar. 


HAMPIONS LEAGUE HIGHLIGHTS 


Real, stung by that let-off, piled forward and they took the lead in the 22nd 
minute as Roberto Carlos (above left) fed a measured pass into the area for 
Raul to sweep in their second goal, 

‘The Brazilian left back then almost made it 3-1 with a 35-metre piledriver 
that Sidorezuk was happy to beat away. Raul just failed to connect with the 
rebound. 

Real were still giving the ball away far too often, though, and a little more 
composure in the final third might have seen Sturm get back on level terms, 

French World Cup winner Christian Karembeu was once again anonymous 
in midfield and it was no surprise when he made way for Jaime Sanchez at half 
time, 

And the European champions, looking far more in control in the second 
period, pulled away impressively, 

Croatian international Robert Jarni put the result beyond doubt on the hour 
with a long-range strike, the Sturm keeper getting nowhere near his left-foot 
crack, 

And six minutes later the unfortunate Ranko Popovic could only deflect a 
Roberto Carlos cross into his own net to make it 4-1. 

Jami added his second, latching on to a measured through ball and finishing 
powerfully, and Savio made it six as he nodded in a neat cross from Clarence 
Seedorf. 


nch champions RC Lens kept their European Champions’ League hopes 
alive by beating Panathinaikos 1-0 thanks to a late goal from substitute 
Wagneau Eloi. 

Eloi, who scored twice against Auxerre in the domestic league last week, 
blasted home the winner in the 80th minute off a free kick from Michael 
Debeve to give his side their first victory in the European Cup. 

Lens drew against Arsenal in their opening game and at Dynamo Kiey three 
weeks ago but the win left them on five points, level with the English champi- 
‘ons who were held 1-1 by the Ukrainians at Wembley. 

“This victory is very good because if there was a game we deserved to win 
this was the one,” Lens coach Daniel Leclercq said, 

“Little by little we learn how to cope with the Champions’ League. We 
obviously needed these three points and I'm proud because we are writing one 
of the best chapters of the club's history,” said Leclercq. 

The French champions, who have never before played in the European Cup, 
proved they were no soft touch when they managed a 1-1 draw in their second 
game in Kiev. 

“When we entered the competition we were considered as the weakest team 
of the group and being now on five points is unexpected,” Leclercq said. 

“We improve at each outing and even if tonight was not the best match my. 
team ever played they showed they are strong mentally.” 

Before raising their arms in triumph, the French champions often appeared 
clumsy during the first half and failed to create an opportunity to score, 

Intemational Tony Vairelles tried nearly everything on the left wing while 
striker Pascal Nouma, who was denied a goal for an offside in the 35th minute, 
wasted his energy up front. 

Afier the break, the Greeks seemed more confident and Brazilian Mauro was 
very close to putting the ball into the net on a cross from Kostas Konstantinidis. 

In the 65th, Leclercq decided to replace disappointing midfielder Stephane 
Dalmat by Eloi and his decision was rewarded 15 minutes later. 

‘The youthful striker volleyed a freekick from Debeve from 20 metres leav- 
ing no chance to Panathinaikos goalkeeper Josef Wandzik, 

“Eloi is inspired at the moment but it’s also all the team who is doing well 
and it’s conforting for the future,” Leclercq said. Lens plays their next 
Champions’ league game away in Athens in a week.” 


O'NEILL STAYING 


AT FILBERT ST? 


‘artin O'Neill said on the weekend he was set to 
ign with English Premiership club Leicester 
ity until the year 2002 after receiving an offer 
for a contract extension. 

‘The Irishman, the subject of a determined but unsuccessful 

“bid by rival Leeds to pry him away from the Midlands club, 
said: "The chairman has put an excellent offer to me and one 
that I should honestly sign, and probably will do." 

O'Neill was denied permission to speak to Leeds by club 
chairman John Elsom but insists he does not know whether 
he would have joined them anyway. 

He said; "It was @ massive confidence booster and from 
that aspect I owe them quite a lot, but whether I would have 
gone there is an imponderable question." 

Evidence of a strained working relationship between the 
manager and the chairman surfaced when O'Neill claimed 
that Elsom had reneged on a gentleman's agreement. 

But O'Neill said: "Mr. Elsom in many aspects has gone out 
on a limb for me and has put a substantially improved con- 
tract, an excellent contract, in front of me." 


Matches in England and Scotland postponed due to bad 


weather on the weekend: 
English Division Two 
Blackpool v Chesterfield 
York v Lincoln City 
English Division Three 
Carlisle ‘4 Cardiff 
Darlington y, Exeter 
Mansfield v Peterborough 
Plymouth 4 Chester 
Rochdale v Scarborough 
Swansea v Brentford 
Scottish Premier Division 
Dundee uf Dunfermline 
Clydebank v Greenock Morton 
Stranraer v Falkirk 
Scottish Division One 
Forfar iy Arbroath 
Scottish Division Three 

Cowdenbeath y Ross County 
East Stirling v Stenhousemuir 
Montrose Brechin Postponed 
Queen's Park y Albion 


avid O'Leary was always a cool customer during his 

days as a reliable defender with Arsenal, and again he 
was refusing to be rail-roaded into accepting the job of Leeds 
United manager, 

Although chairman Peter Ridsdale indicated that the 
appointment of the former Irish international defender was to 
be announced after weekend match against Chelsea, that did 
not happen immediately. 

Contrary to statements from the Elland Road hierarchy, 
O'Leary is uncertain whether his demands will be met by 
Ridsdale. 

O'Leary and his legal adviser had more discussions with 
Leeds officials. He then talked things over with his wife, Joy, 
before giving United a final decision, He is unhappy over the 
way he is being rushed into a decision, especially since he 
has had other approaches, one thought to involve linking up 
with former Elland Road mentor George Graham at 
Tottenham, 

Ridsdale insisted: 'I believe all the ingredients have been 
agreed and unless someone is not telling what is going on 
behind the scenes, I expect the appointment to be completed 
after the Chelsea game.’ 

This is in fact what has happened, with O'Leary being 
offered the job yesterday — he accepted the job, He has a 
two and half year contract, with the promise of money to 
spend, He will be paid about one million Australian for his 
trouble. O'Leary will appoint Eddie Gray as his assistant, 


harlton goalkeeper Sasa Ilic is injured. Tlic suffered con- 

‘cussion at Chelsea and manager Alan Curbishley said 
toda: ere is an FA recommendation that any player who 
is concussed in a match doesn't play for the next 14 days. 


ple but Sasa is most unlikely to play either against West Ham 
or in the Worthington Cup tie against Leicester today 
(Tuesday)." 

Worthington Cup details below. 


THIS WEEK’S WORTHINGTON CUP 
THIRD ROUND DRAW 


Middlesbrough v Everton 
Norwich City v Bolton Wanderers 
Derby County v Arsenal 
Crewe Alexandra vy __ Blackburn Rovers 
Leeds United v Bradford City 
Luton Town v Coventry City 
Tranmere Rovers vy Newcastle United 
Birmingham City v Wimbledon 


Barnsley y AFC Bournemouth 
Manchester United =v Bury 
Charlton Athletic v Leicester City 
Nottingham Forest  v © Cambridge United 
Liverpool v Fulham 
Chelsea v Aston Villa 
Northampton Town  y Tottenham Hotspur 
Sunderland v Grimsby Town 


| one game of the suspension 


| reaction to a red card from 


| 26 September, has also been 


Di Canio gets 
off lightly 


olo di Canio was 
given an eight-game 
ban on top of his 


automatic three-mateh 
suspension for his push on 
referee Paul Alcock, 

The 30-year-old Italian 
striker has already served 


and must now miss out on a 
further 10 before returning 
fo action for Sheffield 


Wednesday. 
The suspension, meted 
out by a Football 


Association disciplinary is 
likely to keep Di Canio out 
of the game until the New 
Year. 

The player, who was 
immediately suspended by 
Wednesday following his 


Alcock in the game against 
Arsenal at Hillsborough on 


fined £10,000 by the FA. 

He said: "I want to say 
that I'm very sorry for 
what's happened. I had a fair 
hearing." 

A Wednesday spokesman 
said: "There will be no 
uppeal. During the hearing 
Paolo apologised. He apolo- 
gises to the commission, he 
apologises to the referee, he 
upologises to the club and 
its fans." 

David Davies, the FA's 
director of public affairs, 
revealed that Di Canio 
denied claiming Alcock had 
exaggerated his fall after being pushed. 

Davies said the Italian told the commis- 


| sion: "He had acted out of character. He had 


never intended to harm the referee. He had 
brought shame on himself." 
Referee's chief Philip Don criticised the 


In the end it is a decision to be made by our medical peo= | / fOr not hitting Di Canio with a longer 


ban. "There were 340 assaults on park refer- 


| ees last season," he said. "What message 


does this punishment send out to them and 
what confidence will they have in the FA? 

"It is fair to say Iam disappointed with the 
verdict because I thought it would be 
longer.” 


erry Venables has made a move for 

QPR's £1 million rated striker Kevin 
Gallen after he failed to sign Lee Bradbury 
from Manchester City. 

Crystal Palace's move for Bradbury 
floundered after the clubs could not agree 
on the method of payment. 

Venables quickly switched to Gallen 
and Rangers are in no position to turn 
down any reasonable offer. 

They are rooted firmly to the foot of the 
First Division table, desperate for money 
and new manager Gerry Francis has been 
told he must sell players to cut the wage 
bill. 

Palace have watched Gallen in his past 
four matches and saw him when Rangers 
took on promotion-chasing Birmingham at 


Di Canio “I am sorry.” 


Loftus Road. 

Palace have won five straight home 
games and Venables is determined to keep 
the impetus going by adding to his squad. 


iverpool boss Roy Evans has urged the 
Football Association to ease up on 
English midfielder Paul Ince. 

Ince received a three-match ban from 
UEFA for his red card and the comments 
he made to referee Pierluigi Collina during 
England's Euro 2000 qualifier against 
Sweden last month, 

But he could face a fine and suspension 
from England's two upcoming friendlies if 
the FA finds him guilty of misconduct 
over the abusive gesture he made leaving 
the pitch, 

"This is going too far,” said Evans. 
"Paul is disappointed with the charge and 
he doesn't feel the FA are on his side at the 
moment." 

The fiery 31-year-old Anfield star has 
14 days to respond to the charge and 
Evans said Liverpool would back him to 
the hilt. 

"We will look at the video and discuss 
the circumstances. But the FA seem hell 
bent on punishing Paul twice. 

"Now there are going to have to look at 
every sending off and, because people 
aren't happy when they are sent off, they 
could end up banning everyone in the 
world.” 


NAUGHTY BOYS 
SELECTION 


LEADING SCORERS 
IN SCOTLAND 


Rod Wallace (Rangers) (right). 


Craig Burley (Celtic), Eddie Annand 
(Dundee), Eoin Jess (Aberdeen) 


Derek Adams (Motherwll), Ally 
McCoist (Kilmarnock), Jorge Albertz 
(Rangers) 


Billy Dodds (Dundee United), Paul 
Wright (Kilmarnock), Jim Hamilton 
(Hearts), Dariusz Adamezuk 
(Dundee), Henrik Larsson (Celtic), 
Gary McSwegan (Dundee United), 
Andrew Smith (Dunfermline 
Athletic) 


LEAGUE OF WALES 


Aberystwyth vs Rhayader Town 

Barry Town vs Newtown 

Caersws vs. Afan Lido 

Connah's Quay —_ vs Cwmbran Town 


all postponed due to bad weather 


ist of British soccer's longest bans 

following the 11-match suspension 

received by Sheffield Wednesday's 

Paolo Di Canio on Friday for pushing 
referee Paul Alcock in the English Premiership 
match against Arsenal on Sept. 26: 


1. Billy Cook (Oldham; 1915) - Received a 
12-month ban for refusing to leave the field 
after he was dismissed when playing at 
Middlesbrough. The match had to be 
abandoned with 35 minutes to go. 


2. Billy McLafferty (Stenhousemuir; 1992) - 


for failing to turn 
up at a Scottish FA 
hearing after he 
was sent off against 
Arbroath. 


3. Erie Cantona 
(Manchester 
United; 1995) 
(right) - Banned for 
eight months and 
fined 10,000 pounds 
($16,500) for 
attacking a 
spectator after being sent off against Crystal 
Palace. 


4, Frank Barson (Watford; 1928) - Banned 
for seven months (remainder of the season) 
after being sent off against Fulham. 


5. Paul Davis (Arsenal; 1988) - Suspended 
for nine matches and fined a then-record 3,000 
pounds for breaking the jaw of Glenn Cockerill 
with a punch, 


he British government denied that it 

had already decided to approve a 

takeover bid for Manchester United 

by Rupert Murdoch's BSkyB satellite 
broadcaster worth 623 million pounds ($920 
million). 

A spokesman for the Trade and Industry 
Secretary Peter Mandelson, who has the last say 
on the proposed deal, said that the minister has 
not yet considered the deal, 

British press reports Friday said that 
Mandelson was ready to endorse the takeover, 
despite loud opposition from fans and politicians, 
in a move that would reawaken.claims that Tony 
Blair's New Labour government is trying to win 
favourable coverage from the powerful media 
tycoon. 

Mandelson's office said that there was no 
foundation whatsoever to the reports. 

"Mr. Mandelson has given no consideration to 
this issue and will not do so until he receives 
advice from the Director General of Fair Trading 
(competition authority), which is expected at the 
beginning of November," said the spokesman, 

The Guardian newspaper reported that 
Mandelson was convinced that the takeover 
would be legal under British competition law. 

Analysts expect the minister to refer the bid to 
the Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
(MMC) regulator, but eventually to ratify the 
deal. 


6. Frank Sinclair (Chelsea/West Brom; 1992) 
- Nine-match ban and 600 pound fine after 
being found guilty of assaulting referee Paul 
Alcock when on loan to West Brom. 


7. Mark Dennis (Queens Park Rangers; 
1987) - Sent off 11 times in his career and 
answered two disrepute charges concerning 
newspaper articles, Suspended for 53 days; 
amended on appeal to eight games. 

8. Alan Gough (Gillingham; 1993) - 
Goalkeeper who was suspended for 42 days 
after assaulting a referee, 


9, Dean Windass (Aberdeen; 1997) - The 


Banned until January 1, 1993 (8 1/8 months) 


striker was effectively sent off three times in 
the opening half of their 5-0 defeat at Dundee 
United. The SFA gave him a six-match ban 
after being dismissed for two bookable offenses, 
abusing the referee and ripping a corner flag 
up and throwing it into the ground on his way 
off, 


10. Duncan Ferguson (Everton; 1995) - SFA 
suspended him for 12 matches for headbutting 
when playing for Rangers against Raith, A 
Scottish judge quashed seven games of the ban. 


| UNITED TAKEOVER STILL NOT 
| A FAIT ACCOMPLI 


Opponents fear that Murdoch would wield 
unacceptable power as the owner of the world’s 
favorite team and the main purchaser of 
television rights for live Premiership football. 


On Thursday, 46 members of parliament urged 
Mandelson to refer BSkyB's bid to the MMC, 
saying that the deal would create an unacceptable 
situation which would not be in the best public 
interest of fans, clubs or television viewers and 
sport in general. 

A group of United shareholders, Shareholders 
United Against Murdoch (SUAM), have been 
urging investors to hold on to their shares, 
claiming that the BSkyB bid badly undervalues 
the club. 

BSkyB on Thursday purchased a further 5.3 
million Manchester United shares, taking its 
holding to more than 11 percent of total company 
stock. 


> et ae a te 


as a brace of goals from Steffen 
Iverson secured a convincing 2-0 
victory for Tottenham Hotspur over Ruud 
Gullit's Newcastle United. Tottenham 
Produced a commanding performance in 
wet and slippery conditions to hand the 
former Arsenal boss the desired resuit in 
his first home game in charge. 
After the loss at Leicester last Monday, John 
Scales replaced Ramon Vega at the heart of 
the defence, while striker Chris Armstrong and 


eorge Graham made his presence 
felt at White Hart Lane on Saturday 


Compiled and written by 


Butt, 

Four minutes later, Cruyff hammered home 
a shot from the edge of the Derby area to give 
United a deserved equaliser following a period 
of sustained pressure. . 

At Villa Park, meanwhile, the Leicester fans 
celebrated the decision of manager Martin 
O'Neill to stay with the club instead of opting 
for a move to Leeds United, although he has 

“yet to sign the new contract on offer. 

Leicester gained a deserved draw against 
the unbeaten league leaders, with O'Neill as 
animated as ever on the sidelines. 


hard tackling midfielder Alan Nielson came in 
for Stephen Clemence and Ruel Fox. 

Newcastle, meanwhile, were without 
Suspended central defender Nicos Dabizas 
and looking to improve on their last visit to 
north London just a couple of weeks ago when 
they lost 3-0 at Arsenal, 

Tottenham were quickly into their stride, 
Nielson and Armstrong each testing Shay 
Given in the opening minutes. David Ginola 
was also a threat, beating Andrew Griffin for 
pace early on, but shooting straight at the 
goalkeeper after cutting dangerously inside, 

Spurs had the edge in midfield, where 
Nielson and Colin Calderwood battled for 
ee eealon with England internationals David 

fatty and Rob Lee. The introduction of the 
Norwegian Iverson for an injured Les 
Ferdinand after just 18 minutes only served to 
consolidate the Spurs effort. 

Newcastle threatened on the break, 
particularly through Paul Dalglish, and there 
was certainly no shortage of goalmouth action 
even if clear-cut chances were proving hard to 
come by. 

The Tottenham pressure finally told six 
minutes before the break. When Stuart Pearce 
tackled Darren Anderton as he prpated to 
shoot from 8 yards out, the ball broke for 
Iversen who made no mistake with the finish, 

NeWeastle rallied in the second half, forcing 
Spurs goalkeeper Espen Baardsen into several 
fine saves as the match progressed. However, 
the new-found commitment and organisation 
displayed by Spurs thwarted the best efforts of 
a Shearer-Inspired attack. 

When Andy Griffin played a rash pass 
across his own pena area after 76 minutes, 
Iverson pounced again to seal the victory with 
a clinical strike, 

Referee Graham Barber brandished seven 
velo cards, with Tottenham's Calderwood 
inally dismissed five minutes from the end for 
a second bookable offence. The game was all 
‘over by that stage and Tottenham continued 
the comfortable defence of their lead. 

While Graham has made an immediate 
impact on the much publicised shortcomings of 
Spurs, there remain see inadequacies at 
Newcastle which must be addressed by Gullit if 
Newcastle are to improve. 


Neo and Manchester United, the 
remiership pace-setters so far this season, 
both battled to 1-1 draws against gallant 
cppoeiien on Saturday. 

Inited travelled to Derby County, a fixture 
that has not been fruitful in recent years while 
Villa hosted Leicester City. 

‘The match at Pride Park had to be delayed 
by 15 minutes due to traffic congestion and 
was played pereely in deiving rain. It proved a 
dour contest, livened up only in the closing 
minutes by a goal from Derby striker Deon 
Burton and the equaliser from Jordi Cruyff. 

For United, David Beckham and Nicky Butt 
teturned after suspension while Paul Scholes 
and Jesper Blomgvist started on the bench, 
Ryan Giggs stiuaged off a reported hamstring 
Injury to take his place in the seine eleven, 

The early exchanges saw Dwight Yorke go 
close for United and Wanchope involved for 
Derby. The best chance of the first half fell to 
Dean Sturridge in the 20th minute, but his shot 
went wide of Peter Schmeichel’s goal. 

Cole was booked in the last minute of the 
half after tangling with Wanchope as the United 
defensive wall prepared for a free-kick. 
Sustained Derby pressure at the end of the first 
period was ably soaked up by the United 
rearguard, 

United enjoyed a good spell after the break. 
Cole went close with a shot, and Yorke had the 
ball taken off his toes by Russell Hoult. In the 
69th minute Wanchope leapt to head a 
Sturridge cross but he failed to get any force 
on the ball. 

Derby drew first blood in the 75th minute, 
when Powell crossed and Burton converted 
after the United defence failed to clear. 
Sturtidge had the Derby fans roaring again as 
he slipped past Wes Brown, but his final ball 
into the area went astray. 

Alex Ferguson made a triple substitution in 
the 82nd minute, saad on Cruyff, Blomavist 
and Scholes for Giggs, Gary Neville and Nicky 


The three-man Leicester defence, 
marshalled by Matt Elliott, contained an 
uninspired Villa side displaying signs of 
weariness after their European excursion. Villa 
Surrendered possession too easily and it came 
as nosurprise when they fell behind nine 
minutes before the interval. 

A Steve Guppy cross missed by Emile 
Heskey was retrieved at the far post by Theo 
Zagorakis, who pulled the ball back for Tony 
Cottee to send a rising drive into the roof of the 
Villa net. The goal was only the third conceded 
by Villa in the premiership this season. 

Gareth Southgate should have equalised but 
failed to control the ball when unmarked in 
front of goal seven yards out. Ugo Ehiogu 
Made amends for his central defensive partner 
when he met Lee Hendrie’s well-lighted left- 
wing corner with an unchallenged header 
midway through the second half. 

Meanwhile Premiership newcomers Charlton 
Athletic continued their superb start to the 
season with a thumping 4-2 victory over 
London neighbours West Ham United, 

West Ham were under pressure for tong 
Spells, but with little more than 15 minutes to 
go still looked like going home with all the 
points. 

lan Wig ‘opened the scoring for West Ham 
with his fifth goal of the season after 17 
minutes, only to see Carl Tiler force home an 
equaliser 12 minutes later. 

Charlton could not build on their command 
at this stage and fell behind again when Wright 
was sent clear by Frank Lampard's pass and 
cut the ball back cleverly from the byline for 
Berkovic to slot in. 

Charlton kept coming, and while West Ham 
goalkeeper Shaka Hislop looked shaky against 
a battery of crosses, he nevertheless produced 
a series of outstanding saves. 

West Ham soaked up the pressure in driving * 
rain, but could not hold out. 

pany Mills set up a thrilling finish when he 
headed home a corner in the 74th minute, 

Andy Hunt's 10%st career goal three minutes 
from time settled the issue. 

His drive from 18 ee flew in off the foot of 
@ post and Neil Redfearn made doubly sure in 
stoppage time by slotting home a penalty after 
Rio Ferdinand brought down substitute John 
Robinson. 

Also in London, Marcus Gayle capped a 
typical Wimbledon fightback with a late 
equaliser to halt high-flying Middlesbrough. 

In a contest played under appallin 
conditions, Colombian Hamilton Ricard of 
Middlesbrough proved a revelation. After 23 
minutes he turned cleverly away from his 
marker to provide a pers for Dean Gordon, 
who crossed for Robbie Mustoe to open the 
scoring. 

Wimbledon hit back immediately. Marcus 
Gayle saw his volley superbly turned over by 
Marlon Beresford and from the resulting 
Michael Hughes corner, the same player 
headed the equaliser. 

Eleven minutes later the Wimbledon defence 
appealed vainly for off-side-as Ricard stooped 
to head powerfully in from a Curtis Fleming 
OSS. 


Yet Wimbledon were not to be denied and 
they pushed forward, making light of the heavy 
conditions, while Boro hung on rately. 

Eventually Kenny Cunningham provided the 
Paice cross which Gayle headed home at the 
far post. It was no less than Wimbledon 
deserved and Gayle almost completed the 
perfect comeback when his header was held 
fight on the line by a relieved Beresford. 

In a battle between the two bottom teams, 
Matthew Le Tissier turned on the style to 
inspire Southampton to their first win of the 
season at the expense of Coventry City, 

Le Tissier scored one goal and created a 
second as he tormented Coventry from the 
outset. 

A fine 24th minute centre from Stuart Ripley 
saw Le Tissier drift away from his marker 
Roland Nilsson and float a pinpoint header 
back across the face of goal for his third of the 
season. 

Southampton’s second owed even more to 
the brilliance of the enigmatic 30-year-old who 
provided an oat ite pass for Norwegian 
international Egil Osienstad who duly smashed 


the ball home from close range. i 
In the second half, Coventry fought back. in 
style and laid siege to the Southampton goal in | 

a five-minute spell which led to Dion Dublin 
palin @ goal back on the hour, outjumping 
en Monkou to head home from 10 ae out, 
And at Hillsborough, Sheffield Wednesday 
and Everton scrapped their way to a goalless 
draw in a match between two teams having 
great difficulty finding the back of the net. 


iE Scotiand, Simon Donnelly scored a brace of _ 

es to inspire Celtic to a 2-0 home win over 
deen on Saturday. The win ended Celtic's 

dismal run and gave them just their second win 

eater games, taking them to third in the 
le. 


Donnelly’s timing could not have been 
better, with the imminent arrival of Mark Viduka 
at Celtic next week in a $8 million transfer from 
Croatia Zagreb. | 

His opener came after fine work by Henrik 
Larsson, clipping the ball over Aberdeen 
seamcober Jim Leighton from 15 metres out. 

16 goal was welcomed by a massive 60,081 
crowd - the biggest attendance anywhere in 
the UK this season, | 

Celtic goalkeeper Jonathan Gould then 
Made a crucial save from Eoin Jess before 
Donnelly condemned Aberdeen to their 10th 
vide without a win. Jim Leighton pushed out a 

idar Riseth cross and Donnelly arrived to 
send a powerful diving header into the net, | 

Kilmarnock were staring defeat in the face 
after St Johnstone had gone into a two-goal 
lead through Darren Dods and a superb 61st 
minute strike from Nathan Lowndes, 

However, an incredible 40-metre shot from 
Mark Roberts beat St Johnstone keeper Alan 
Main in the 79th minute to reduce the deficit. 
Roberts then put St Johnstone defender Alan 
Kernaghan under pressure in the 86th minute 
as they both went for Ally Mitchell's cross and 
Kernaghan's own goal made it 2-2. Hearts 
continued their bad run, falling to a 1-0 home 
defeat at the hands of Dundee United. Recent 

signing Billy Dodds scored the only goal in the 
83rd minute. Dundee's match with Dunfermline 
was postponed, 


RESULTS 


Aston Villa 1 


Leicester City 1 
Ehiogu (68) 


Cottee (36) 


Charlton Athletic 4 West Ham United 2 
Tiler (29) Wright (17) 
Mills (73) Berkovic (40) 


Manchester United 
Cruyff (85) 


Depy County 1 


npool 5 Nottingham Forest 1 
Owen (10, 38, pen 71, 77) 
Freedman (18) 
McManaman (23) 


Sheffield Wednesday 0 Everton 0 
‘Southampton 2 Coventry 
Le Tissier (24) Dublin (60) 


Ostenstad (44) 


Tottenham Hotspur 2 
Iversen (39, 76) 


Newcastle United 0 


Wimbledon 2 Middlesbrough 2 
Gayle (26, 77) Mustoe (24) | 
Ricard (36) | 
‘Arsenal 2 Blackburn Rovers 1 
Anelka 25, Petit 39 Johnson 64 
Leeds United 0. Chelsea 0 


Aston Villa are on top of the league with 22 
points, followed by Man Utd on 18 and 
Arsenal on 17. 

At the bottom Southampton are holding up 
the league with 5 points, above them are| | 
Forest and Coventry on 3. 
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